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BEFORE THE WORKERS COVPENSATI ON APPEALS BOARD
STATE OF CALI FORNI A

Al ena Khameni a,

Appl i cant, )

No. ADJ17287529
ADJ17287564

VS.

Macys | nc dba Bl oom ngdal es

LLC.; Bl oom ngdal es Perm ssibly )
sel f-insured, adm ni stered by )
Sedgwi ck,

Def endant s. )

REMOTE DEPOSI TI ON OF:
ALENA KHAMENI A
Tuesday, April 11, 2023
10:18 a.m to 12:06 p. m

STENOGRAPHI CALLY REPORTED BY:
KARYN REXHEPI
CSR No. 10173
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BEFORE THE WORKERS COVPENSATI ON APPEALS BOARD
STATE OF CALI FORNI A

)
Al ena Khaneni a, )
)
Appl i cant, )
)
VS. ) No. ADJ17287529
) ADJ17287564
Macys | nc dba Bl oom ngdal es )

LLC.; Bl oom ngdal es Perm ssibly )

sel f-insured, adm ni stered by )
Sedgwi ck, )
)

Def endant s. )

)

DEPCSI TI ON OF ALENA KHAMENI A, taken on behal f
of the Defendants, reported renotely via
Zoom Vi deoconference from Sim Vall ey,
California, commencing at 10:18 a.m

on Tuesday, April 11, 2023, before

Karyn Rexhepi, CSR No. 10173, pursuant to
Not i ce.
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APPEARANCES

FOR APPLI CANT:

WORKERS DEFENDERS LAW GROUP
BY: NATALI A FOLEY, ESQ
(Renpt e Appear ance)
751 W Weir Canyon Road, Suite 157-455
Anaheim California 92808
310. 707. 8098
nf ol eyl aw@mai | . com

FOR DEFENDANTS:

FELLMAN & ASSOCI ATES
BY: JILLELYNN RODERI CK, ESQ

(Renot e Appear ance)
5777 W Century Boul evard, Suite 1195
Los Angeles, California 90045
310. 396. 5220
jroderick@ el | manassoci at es. com

RUSSI AN | NTERPRETER:
LEONI D VI SHM D, CERTI FI CATI ON NUMBER 301247

(Renot e Appear ance)
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W TNESS

M5. KHAMEN A
M5. KHAMEN A
M5. KHAMEN A

I NDEX

EXAM NATI ON BY PAGE
M5. RODERI CK 5
M5. FOLEY 68
M5. RODERI CK 69

REQUESTED | NFORVATI ON
PAGE LI NE

14

6
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SIM VALLEY, CALIFORNI A; TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2023
10:18 A M

- 000-

LEONI D VI SHM D,

the interpreter herein, was duly sworn as an
Engl i sh/ Russi an i nterpreter.

- 00o-

ALENA KHANMENI A,

havi ng been first duly affirnmed under the penalty of

perjury, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

- 000-
EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. RODERI CK:

Q Ms. Khaneni a, can you please state your full
nanme for the record?

A Yes. It's Al ena Khaneni a.

Q Have you ever been known by any ot her nanes?

A Al ena Khart anovi ch.

Q Can you spell that other |ast nanme for us?

A Yes. It's K-h-a-r-t-a-n-o-v-i-c-h.

Q WAs that your birth nanme?

A It was ny mai den nane. M birth nane, yes.

Q You narried a gentleman with the |ast nane
Khanmeni a?

A Yes.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q

When did you get married?

| married in July 19th, 2003.
Had you had any prior marriages?
No.

Is it fair to say that you were known by your

mai den nane up until July of 20037

A

Q
A

No. | changed ny nane |ater.
Ckay. Wen did you change your nane?

| don't renmenber. Eight years ago. | don't

remenber exactly, but when | becone Anerican citizen.

Q
A

Q
A

Q

Have you been known by any ot her nanes?

No.

Have you ever had your deposition taken before?
No.

Have you had a chance to speak to counsel before

begi nni ng today?

A

Q
A
Q

Yes.
How | ong did you prepare with counsel ?
About an hour.

Because you've had an opportunity to prepare

with Ms. Fol ey before beginning, nost |ikely sonme of the

things I'mabout to say are going to seemvery

repetitive, but I need to nmake sure on the record that

you understand what a deposition is and what your

obligations are when you are in a deposition proceeding.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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"Il attenpt to go through the rules as quickly
as possible. O course, if you have any questions, just
| et us know.

A deposition is sinply a series of questions
mai nly for discovery purposes. But our court reporter
has pl aced you under oath. So what that neans is you are
obligated to tell the truth.

So even though we are here in a very casual
environnent -- | believe you are testifying fromhone; is
t hat correct?

A Yes.

Q We are all in our respective areas and not in
court, but because our court reporter has placed you
under oath, your testinony has the sanme force and effect
as if you were actually in a courtroomand testifying
before a j udge.

So what that neans is you are obligated to tel
the true. |In fact, in California, under certain
circunstances, not telling the truth when under oath
can be considered a felony.

So it's inportant that you are honest this first

ti ne around.

A Yes, | under st ood.
Q Thank you. In an effort to assist you in
telling the truth, we nust ask you not to guess. |If you

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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do not know the answer to a question, sinply say you
don't know and that's perfectly acceptabl e.

If you answer a question with a guess, you could
be wong, and it could |look |like you were intentionally
not telling the truth. So if you don't know, sinply say
"I don't know," and that's fine.

Wth that said, however, we are entitled to your
best estinmate.

Do you understand the difference between an
estimate and a guess?

A Yes.

Q kay. |'msure you do understand, but just to
make sure it's clear on the record, an estimate i s when
you m ght not renenber the exact details of the situation
or of an event, you can nonethel ess provide sufficient
Information to give an answer because you personally had
experi ence.

In other words, with the date that you changed
your nane, you could not renenber exactly, but you were
t he one that changed your nanme. Since you had experience
wth it, you could estinmate, oh, it was about eight years
ago.

Wereas if | were to ask you how long |I've been
known by ny | ast nane, you don't know ne. You would have

to just guess, and obviously you woul d probably be w ong.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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If | asked you to nmake an estimate, it's going
to be in regards to the date sonething occurred, |ike the
date you changed your nanme, or it mght be in regard to
i ke the weight of an object. | wouldn't expect that you
put that object on a scale, but if you personally lifted
the object, you mght be able to give an estimate of its
wei ght .

If | ask you to nmake an estimate and you f eel
you have no basis to do so, then sinply tell us.

kay?

A Yes.
Q As we discussed off the record, we do have an

interpreter here for you. And he is sitting by. So if

you do not understand a question that | ask -- it could
be ny fault, that | just poorly phrased the question, or
It could be a | anguage barrier -- please tell us that you

do not under st and.

A kay.

Q If you answer a question, it is going to be
assuned by the reader of your testinony that you
under st ood t he questi on.

A Ckay.

Q So please, if you don't understand, it's not
goi ng to enbarrass anyone. Just say you don't understand

and either I'll rephrase or Leo can junp in and hel p us.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A kay.

Q Everything that is said here today will be
transcri bed by our court reporter and put into what we
call a transcript.

You'll be given the opportunity to read your
testi nony, nmake any changes you feel necessary, and then
sign it under penalty of perjury.

| need to caution you, however, that should you

make any changes to your testinony of a substantive

nature, such as a "yes" to a "no," those changes coul d be
shown to a judge or to a nedical or |egal evaluator, and
It and could affect your credibility.

So it's inportant that you're accurate this
first time around.

A Got it.

Q Pl ease continue, as we have been, neaning, allow
me to put ny whol e | ong-w nded question on the record
before providing an answer. | wll do ny best to all ow
you to finish your answer before noving on.

In that way, we are not speaking over each
other. |If we speak over each other, it is difficult for
our court reporter.

A kay.

Q Ckay. That's basically the rules in a nutshell.

| do have to alert you that filing a worker's

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY 10
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conpensation claimthat is fraudulent is considered a
felony. Just so you're aware of that adnonition before
we begin as well.

A Yes.

Q Wth that, do you have any questions for us
bef ore we begi n?

A No.

Q Can you think of any reasons why you woul d not

be able to give accurate testinony here this norning?

A No, I'mgood, | think. Everything is accurate.

| renmenber everything. |[|'mgood. Good to go.

Q Did you take any nedications within the past 24

hour s?
A Sl eepi ng nedi cation, yes.
Q What is the nane of that nedication?
A Hydr oxyzi ne.
Q Can you spell it for us?
A Yes. It's Hy-d-r-o0-x-y-z-i-n-e.
Q When did you take the nedication?
A Last ni ght about 10:00 in the evening.
Q Have you had any side effects fromthe

medi cati on?

A Sl eeping. Fall asl eep.

Q QG her than that it causes you to sleep, anything

el se?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A No.
Q VWho prescribed that for you?
A My doctor did. Daldal yan.
Q Coul d you spell your doctor's nane?
A Yes. D-a-l-d-a-l-y-a-n. And his first nane --
Q Do you --
A |"msorry. Wiat? Do you need his first nane?
Q That woul d be great.
A Koruon, K-o0-r-u-o0-n.
Q Where is Dr. Dal dal yan | ocated?

Where is his office?
A His office on Riverside, Sherman QGaks.
Q How | ong has this doctor been your doctor?
A He has been -- | saw himjust recently.
Q How di d you | ocate hinf
A A few weeks ago. | found himthrough ny

| awyer .
(Reporter clarification.)

Q Do you have a primary care physician that you go

to in the event you have a cold and you need a physi cal
exam or sonething like that?

A | do have one. But | saw this one because ny --
it was very long tinme to get to my doctor. | have to
wait for a |ong.

Q Who was your primary care physician?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A

| don't renenber her nane because they been

changi ng every year.

Q

facility?

A

Do you go to a particular clinic or particular

| go to particular clinic, which is |ocated

North Hol | ywood, | believe.

Q Do you renenber the nane of the clinic?

A No.

Q How | ong have you been going to that clinic as
your primary care |ocation?

A | went |ast year. Every year. | don't
remenber .

Q Do you renenber what you went to the clinic for
| ast year?

A Yes. | check for ny general checkups and then
they -- | went through to ny gynecol ogi st.

Q If you had the opportunity to | ook through your
records, would you be able to | ocate the nane of that
clinic?

A Yes.

Q Unl ess your counsel has an opposition, what |

woul d suggest we do is just |eave sone |lines blank in the

transcript --

A
Q

Uh- huh.

-- and when review ng your testinony, if you

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY

13




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

could please fill in that information?

A Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. | can look it up. | have
all the information. | know exactly. | just don't want
to give you sonething wong. | don't renenber exactly

t he address.

REQUESTED | NFORVATI ON

BY M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. And when were you born?
| was born February 18, 1981.

And where were you born?

Bel arus, M nsk.

When did you first cone to the States to reside?

> O » O >» O

| canme first '99.
Q When you first cane in 1999, did you cone to the

Sout hern California area?

A No. | cane to Florida. M am.

Q How | ong did you live in Florida?

A | Iive in Florida until 2004.

Q Where did you go at that point?

A | -- we noved to Los Angel es.

Q Have you lived in the Los Angel es area ever
si nce 20047

A Yes.

Q What is your current hone address?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY 14
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A

18444 Collins Street, Tarzana, California.

Apart ment nunber 3.

Q

> O » O » O >

t he sanme

> O » O » O >» O

al nost fi

Q

A
Q
A

How | ong have you |ived there?

We |ive alnost 16 years.

Who |ives at that residence with you?

My husband and ny four kids.

What is your husband's full nane?

Val Khaneni a.

Coul d you spell that for us?

Yes. It's V-a-1. And last nane is K-h -- just
as m ne, Khaneni a.

And what does M. Khanenia do for a |iving?
He is a basketball coach at Valley Coll ege.
Does he have any disabilities of any nature?
Not -- no.

How | ong has he worked for Valley College?

16 years.

How ol d are your children?

My ol der one is 17. Then |I have a 16, 12 and
ve.

Do any of your children have any disabilities?
No.

Are they all good students?

Yes. Two of them going to Harvard Westl ake. So

t hey good students.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q That's a great school.

Do you have a California driver's |license?

A | do.

Q You do?

A Uh- huh.

Q Do you happen to have it on you?

A | can bring it.

Q That woul d be great.

A Yes.

Q Unl ess Ms. Fol ey has an opposition, what | would

ask that you do --
M5. FOLEY: No objection.

Q BY M5. RODERICK: -- is hold it up to your
canera --
A kay.
Q --and I'll take a screen shot. | won't put any

nunbers on the record.

A kay. One second. I'mgoing to bring it now.

M5. RODERICK: Sure. Let's go off the record real
fast.

(Of the record.)
M5. RODERI CK: Back on the record.
Of the record, | confirmed that our deponent's

soci al security nunber matches the pl eadi ngs that have

been filed. And we took a snap shot -- a screen shot of

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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her California driver's |license.
And | will represent, for the record, that the
| icense contains a picture that depicts our deponent.

Q BY M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Al right. |
understand you are no | onger enployed wth Bl oom ngdal es;
Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q When was your | ast day worked?

A My | ast day was at work on the January 2nd, but
| ast day conpletely working, | -- it was January 18th.
Q So January 2nd was the |ast day that you were

actually on the job site perform ng work, and January

18th was your effective term nation date?

A Yes.

Q Have you had any enpl oynent since Bl oom ngdal es?

A No.

Q Are you currently receiving any incone through
any source?

A Yes. | receiving EDD.

Q When did the EDD benefits start?

A It start three weeks ago.

Q What doctor is certifying you for EDD?

A Dr. Mayya Kravchenko.

Q s that the sane doctor that you nentioned to us
bef ore?

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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A No, it's a different doctor.

Q Can you spell his nanme for us?

A Yes. Mayya Kravchenko. And |last name | think
It's K-h-a -- hold on. | can exactly look it up. | tell
you one second.

M5. FOLEY: | put it in the chat.

M5. RODERICK: Oh, got it. Thank you.
Cr-a-v-c-h-e-n-k-o.

(Reporter clarification.)

M5. RODERICK: Sorry. | just m sspoke. This is why
| should not be reading it.

THE WTNESS: | can tell you exactly date when |
start receiving EDD. It was March 9, 2023.

Q BY M5. RODERI CK: Thank you. How did you find
Dr. Kravchenko?

A | don't understand this question.

Q How did you | ocate that doctor in order to go to
her to be certified for EDD benefits?

A | found through ny | awer.

Q What ki nd of doctor is she?

A She is chiropractor.

Q Where is Dr. Kravchenko | ocated?

A She is | ocated al so on Sherman OGaks on
Ri ver si de.
Q s she out of the sanme office as the other

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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doctor you nentioned to us?

A No. It's conpletely different doctors,
different office.

M5. RODERI CK: Counsel, | know you're not under oath,
but can you confirm for us whether or not you have any
reports fromany doctors?

M5. FOLEY: That's the problem | have one report
fromDr. Dal dalyan right now And we requesting all the
reports fromDr. Kravchenko. Hopefully |I can get it --

(Reporter clarification.)

M5. FOLEY: -- during the deposition. And | can emai
you what | have right now.

M5. RODERI CK: That woul d be great.

M5. FOLEY: Can you give your nail? Mybe you can
put it on chat.

M5. RODERICK: Sure. Sure. Sure.

(Di scussion held off record.)

Q BY M5. RODERI CK: What kind of doctor is he?

A He is regul ar doctor.
M5. FOLEY: | apol ogize for interrupting. He is
I nternist.

THE WTNESS: Internist, yeah.
Q BY M5. RODERICK: And you found Dr. Dal dal yan
al so through your attorney?

A Yes.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q How | ong have you been seeing hinf

A | saw himonly once. And | have the next
appoi ntnent to see himin My 2nd.

Q Ckay. Since being termnated from Bl oom ngdal es
on January 18, 2023, | know you said that you have not
had any ot her enpl oynent.

What are your activities that you do just to
keep yoursel f busy?
A Take care of ny kids.
Q Anyt hi ng el se?
A

No.
Q Your children are in school or are they doing
renote --
A In school. They in school.

Q What ki nd of ways or what activities do you do
to take care of your children?

A Pick themup, drop them off.

(Reporter clarification.)

A Going to their basketball ganes. That's it.
Taking themto activities.

Q Wi | e wor ki ng, were you able to pick themup and
drop them of f?

A Sonetinmes | would go on ny break and pick them
up. Depends. Usually ny husband woul d.

Q What is the | ast year of education that you have

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY 20
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conpl et ed?

A | conpleted college. University.

Q What university?

A Pal m Beach Atlantic University.

Q ' msorry?

A Pal m Beach Atlantic University.

Q Did you have degree?

A G aphi ¢ desi gn.

Q When did you obtain that degree?

A | didn't finish.

Q When was the | ast year that you attended?

A 2003.

Have you had any formal education since that

tinme?

A No.

Q Wiy did you decide not to finish your degree in

gr aphi ¢ desi gn?

A W have to nove. And | got -- lost the
| nterest.
Q | understand that you have four children, but

other than the birth of your children, have you ever been

hospitalized?

A No.
Q Have you ever broken any bones?
A No.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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Q Do you treat with any doctors, other than the
doctors that you're seeing for your worker's conpensation
claim which we will get into alittle bit nore?

Do you treat with any doctors on a regul ar basis
for any nedical condition?

A No.

Q What | nean by that is it could be diabetes,
hypertensi on, high cholesterol -- anything like that?

A No.

Q When did you first start working at
Bl oom ngdal es?

A | start working July 7th -- no, July 9, 2019.

Q Bef ore Bl oom ngdal es, what was the job that you
had i nmedi ately preceding starting with Bl oom ngdal es?

A | was working at Bl oom ngdal es, but as a vender.
| was working for different conpany, but | was performng
nmy j obs at Bl oom ngdal es.

Q What was t he vender?

A | was vender for Prada. | was vendor for
Her nes.

(Reporter clarification.)

Q He-r-me-s.

A | was vender for fragrances for those conpani es.
Then | becone working for Bl oom ngdal es as worker for

Bl oom ngdal es.

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY

22




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Reporter clarification.)

A | was working before as a vender. Then they
asked nme to work for Bl oom ngdal es and represent a
conpany at Bl oom ngdal es.

Q When you were you initially working as a vender,
were you paid by the vender or were you paid by
Bl oom ngdal es?

A Vender .

Q So you first started actually as an enpl oyee
wi th Bl oom ngdal es on July 9, 20197

A Yes.

Q Got it. Wen did you start working as a vender?

A As a vender, | was -- | think it was two or
three years before | becone enpl oyer of Bloom ngdales. |
don't renenber exactly the dates. | don't want to give
you wr ong.

Q That's okay. When you first started working for
Bl oom ngdal es on July 9, 2019, were you hired to work
full time?

A Part tine.

Q When you were working as a vender, were you
working part tinme or full tinme?

A As a vender, | was full tine.

Q As Bl oom ngdal es only offered you part-tine

wor k, were you still getting work as a vender as well to

I MBER COURT REPORTERS, A LEXI TAS COVPANY
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keep your hours up or how did that work?

A No. | actually want to do part tinme because
work for nme, | have kids. That's why | took the
posi tion.

Q During the tinme you worked as a vender for those
approximately two to three years before becom ng part
time with Bl oom ngdal es, did you sustain any injuries?

A No.

Q Where did you work before starting work as a
vender for Prada and Hernes?

A | work in the boutique at Anat B.

(Reporter clarification.)
It's called Anat B.
Coul d you spell that for us?
Yes. A-n-a-t dot B.

Where is that | ocated?

O >» O >

A Sherman QCaks. Used to be one in Beverly Hills
and the Sherman OGaks. So | start in Beverly Hills, nove
to Sherman QCaks.

Q What did you do for the boutique?
| was managi ng the store.

How | ong did you work for Anat B in total?
| work for them about seven years.

Wiy did you stop working for thenf

> O » O »

Their business went out. They closed the store.
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The store cl osed.

Q When you were working for them were you working
full time or part tine?

A Full tine.

Q Was there a period of tinme that you were not
wor ki ng between Anat B and working as a vender for Prada?

A Yes. |It's probably -- probably six, seven
nonths | was off.

Q And you were receiving unenpl oynent during that

time?

A Yes.

Q Did you sustain any injuries while working for
Anat B?

A No.

Q |"mhorrible at math, but this takes you us, |

t hi nk, back to |i ke 2010.

Do you renenber where you were working before

| was home. No, | was working at the Gap.
How | ong did you work at the Gap?

| don't remenber.

or nore |like a year or --

A
Q
A
Q Can you estimate for us whether it was |like a
h
A Maybe a year. Year or two nmaybe. Yeah.

Q

Which Gap did you work at?
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A
And t hen

| start the one in -- the one Ventura, Tarzana.

when the store closed down, they noved ne to

Sher man QGaks Fashi on Squar e.

Q What did you do for the Gap?

A | was working as a sale person.

Q Full time or part tine?

A | don't renmenber. | think it was part tine.

Q Wiy did you stop working for the Gap?

A Because | noved to Anat B.

Q Did you sustain any injuries while working for
the Gap?

A No.

Q Were did you work before the Gap?

A Before the Gap, | didn't work anywhere. | was
in Florida. It was a boutique called Mannequi ne's on
Mel rose. That's where | work.

Q How | ong did you work for Mannequi ne' s?

A Less than a year.

Q As a sal es associ ate?

A Yes.

Q Why did you stop working for Mannequi ne?

A | was pregnant.

Q " msorry?

A | was pregnant. | stopped worKking.

Q How | ong were you off work between Mannequi ne's
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and Anat B? |I'msorry -- Mannequine's and the Gap?

A | was off the work for a while. Maybe three
years.

Q Did you have any enpl oynent before Mannequi ne' s?

A It was in Florida. | used to work at the
restaurant called Zuccarelli's.

Q ' msorry?

A | used to work in the restaurant called
Zuccarelli's. It was in Florida, Palm Beach.

(Reporter clarification.)

A Z-u-c-c-a-r-e-l-i -- Zuccarelli.

Q How | ong did you work for that restaurant?

A Probably a year.

Q What did you do for the restaurant?

A Server.

Q Was your work at Mannequine's full tinme or part
time?

A Part tine.

Q Was your work at the restaurant full tinme or
part tinme?

A Ful | tine.

Q Did you stop working at the restaurant to nove
to Los Angel es?

A Yes.

Q Did you sustain any injuries while working at
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Mannequi ne' s?

A No.

Q Did you sustain any injuries while working at
the restaurant?

A No.

Q Is that pretty nuch all of the jobs you can

renenber while in the States?

A Yes.
Q Have you had any periods of incarceration?
Jai | tinme.
A | don't understand.
Q Have you been in jail?
A No.
Q Have you been arrested at any tinme?
A No.
Q When you were first hired at Bl oom ngdal es, you

were hired part tine.

And was that as a sal es associ ate?

A Yes.
Q VWi ch Bl oom ngdal es store?
A Sher man Qaks.
Q Did you remain at the Shernman OGaks store for the
full three years?
Yes.
Q Did you remain part tinme the whole tine?
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A No. It was part tinme when they got hired.
Then in February |I got full tinme because ny nunbers were
hi gh.

Q So you started in July, but as of the foll ow ng
February, you were made full tine?

A Yes.

Q Were you working in a particul ar departnent?

A Yes. | was working for Hernes in fragrance
depart nent.

Q VWho was your supervisor?

A My supervisor was Tammy Badger and Ann Ellis.

Q Tamy --

A Tanmmy Badger and Ann Ellis.

Q | s Badger B-a-d-g-e-r?

A Yes.

Q And you said Ann --

A Ellis.

Q E-1-1-i-s?

A Uh- huh.

Q That's a "yes"?

A Yes.

Q To your know edge.

Was Tammy and Ann your supervisors throughout
your enploynent or did it change?

A Yes, through ny enpl oynent.
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Q And as an associate for Hernes in the fragrance
departnent, what were your exact job duties?

A | was doing the stock, selling, helping clients,
appl yi ng makeup, taking stock back, fixing the stock
r 0ons.

Q Was there a particular shift that you worked or

woul d it change?

A It would change. Sonetinmes you open. Sonetines
you cl ose.
Q When you said that you worked to perform stock,

what kind of stock work did you do?

A You have to fix your stockroomas -- in the end,
| was manager at Hernes conpany. So ny duty was to --
when we got stock, you put everything together. Then you
have to nove boxes and put themin the place where they
supposed to be. So if sonebody walk in they know where

everything | ocated when you not at work.

Q So woul d sonebody bring the stock up fromthe
| oadi ng dock --

A Yes.

Q -- to a particular place and then you woul d put
t hat --

A Unl oad. You have to unload everything, cut the

boxes, | eave the boxes, put everything together. And

then we are the one -- | amthe one who have to put the
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boxes back to the -- wherever they go to a particular
st ockroom
| have two different stockroons. | have a
second floor and third fl oor.
Q Can you estimate for us the heaviest itens you
woul d have to [ift in doing your stock work?
A Probably 25 to 30 pounds.

Q What woul d those itens be?

A Fragrances. Bottles of the fragrance.
Q How often would you lift those boxes?
A We have to stock twice or once a week, sonetines

three tines.

Q Were there other sal es associates that were al so
designated in the fragrance departnent to Hernes or was
It just you?

A It was ne and ny coworker.

Q Who was your coworker?

A Aneta G egori an.

Q And coul d you spell Aneta's |last nanme for us?

A Yes. A-n-e-t-a. And Gegorian is
Gr-e-g-o0-r-i-a-n.

Q Do you keep in contact wwth Ms. Gregorian?

A | keep in contact with nost of them yeah.

Q Wul d you say that you and Ms. Gregorian are

friends outside of work?
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A W keep good rel ationship.
Q Do you socialize with her outside of work?
A No.
To your know edge, does Ms. Gregorian still work

for Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yes. But she doesn't work for Hernes anynore.
She doesn't work for Bloom ngdales. She is in
Bl oom ngdal es, but she work for different conpany. She

| eft Bl oom ngdal es.

Q Do you know what conpany she now works for?

A She works for Bond No. 9.

Q What is it called?

A Bond No. 9.

Q | believe you said you still keep in contact
Wi th other of your prior coworkers?

A Yes.

Q Who el se do you still keep in contact wth?

A Af soun Sharifi.

Q Anyone el se?

A Lisa. A lot of cowdrkers. But close
relationship, no. | don't see anybody or hang out with

peopl e of f work.
Q So the only ones you can renenber right nowis
Af soun Sharifi and Lisa?

A Yes.
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(Reporter clarification.)
A Af soun Sharifi.
Q Can you spell that for us?
A Yes. A-f-s-o0-u-n. And Sharifi is S-h-a-r-i --
this one | cannot spell.
Q W will do it phonetic.

So when you said you keep in contact with them
do you socialize with themor you just have phone calls
or text nessages here and there?

A Yeah, here and there just saying hello to each
ot her .

Q As your position, were you responsi ble for the
managenent of any other associ ates?

In other words, did you act as a supervisor?

A | was a manager of the Hernmes counter beauty.
So | worked with Hernes.

Q So you managed your coworker, Aneta?

A Yes. But for the very short period of tine

because then she left the conpany. She works for

Bl oom ngdales. | nean for -- she left the Bl oom ngdal es.
Q Did she | eave Bl oom ngdal es while you were still
enpl oyed?
A Yes.

Q Was her position replaced by soneone?

A No. | was by nyself.
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Q How | ong were you by yoursel f?
A For probably five nonths.

Q And it was five nonths prior to your |ast day

A Yes.

Q At the tinme of your |ast day worked, how nuch
wer e you nmaki ng per hour?

A | was maki ng $26. 00 per hour plus three percent
commi ssi on.

Q Al right. Now I understand that you clai myou
sustained an injury while working at Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yes.

Q Can you explain for us what that injury is?

A | have a | ower back pain, ny shoulder, ny feet,
my ankles, ny |egs, |ower body parts, and ny shoul der.

Q When did you first notice the pains that you had
to your | ow back?

A | noticed probably the year when | start worKking
little by little pain here and there. But in March --
this is March of 2022, this is when ny pain started going
| i ke worse.

Q | limted you to your |ow back, but would you
say that your pains in March of 2022 becane worse in all
of the body parts you nentioned, neaning, your back, your

shoul der, your feet, your |eg?
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A Yes. And ny wist also. M left wist.

Q Did you report these pains to anybody at
Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yes.

Q Who did you report your pains to?

A | was conplaining to my coworker and | was
conplaining to ny nmanager, Tammy Badger.

Q When you say coworker, are you tal king about
Anet a?

A Aneta and al so Stephanie. She was working at
this time. Stephanie Cooper.

Q And what exactly did you say to your manager,

Tamy?

A Wiich is | have ny back pain. Like if | nove
t he box, sonetines it's hard for nme to -- if | |ift
sonething, then it's like -- take ne a while to straight.

My back hurts.

Q Did you specifically tell Tamry that your back
hurt after lifting sonething at work?

A Yeah.

Q VWhat did Tammy tell you?

A Not hi ng.

Q Did she tell you to fill out a worker's
conpensation claimfornf

A No.
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Q Can you renenber anything she told you?
A She woul d tell nme, "You can go ahead if you want
to take your break. Go sit down."
Q In March of 2022, did you go to any doctor for
the pains that you were feeling?
A No.
Q And why not ?
A | was just trying to try everything on ny own.
Sonme nedication. | wll use the creamfor ny back.
What cream woul d you use?
Sonme pain reliever.

' msorry?

Q

A

Q

A Pain reliever called Final gon.

Q Coul d you spell that for us?

A Hold on. | think it's F-e-n-a-1-g-0-n.
Q Is that just an over-the-counter creanf
A

This is sonething sonebody bring ne from Russi a.

It's for the back pain. It's |like a heat kind of cream
You put it on. It gives you warm
Q To your know edge, is that creamsold here in

the States?

A Sonmething simlar, | think, is selling, but not
as powerful.

Q And - -

A And | visit nmy regular doctor's office as well.
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Q Did you tell your regular doctor about the pains
you were havi ng?

A Yes. | told himabout the pains and I told him
about ny legs. And they say, "Yeah, because you been in
your feet all day for |ike seven, eight hours at work."

Q When you say your regul ar doctor, are you
tal ki ng about the doctor you told us about at the
begi nni ng?

A Yes. The one | don't renenber. | know where is
the office, but I don't renenber physical address. But |
know where it is and the nane.

Q kay. So it's the one that you were talking
about that's in North Hollywod that you'll get for us?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. \What does your reqgular doctor tell you to
do about the pains that you had?

A She said | have to stretch. | have to nmake sure

| sit down. Don't stay too |ong.

Q Di d your doctor ever take you off work?
A No.
Q Did your doctor prescribe for you any

medi cati ons?
A No.
Q Did your doctor refer you to any physi cal

t herapy or acupuncture, chiropractic treatnent?
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A No.

Q "Il represent to you that an application for
adj udi cation of claim which is the pleading in a
wor ker's conpensation case, has been filed on your behalf
all eging a cunul ative trauma period of March 6, 2022 to
January 15, 2023.

And | understand it's a |l egal docunent. | don't
want a |l egal opinion fromyou, but just fromyour own
personal opinion, is that the period of tine that you
feel you were injured while working at Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yeah.

Q During that tinme, other than speaking with your
manager, Tammy, did you tell anybody el se about the
I njuries?

A | was -- you know, |ike we worked together. |
wasn't hiding that. Mny tinmes ny cowrkers -- and they
was |ike, "What happened to your ankle?" M ankle would
swell up. So they see it.

So |I've been conplaining. And for sure ny other
manager heard this and Lisa as well.

Q When your ankles would swell, would you go get
medi cal care?

A No, | didn't.

Q To your know edge, were your coworkers having

simlar issues with their ankl es?
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A We all have sone different issues, yes.

Q kay. We will get into your subjective
conplaints as to each -- you know, the pains you feel as
to each body part.

But | also note that a second application was
filed on your behalf for claimof injury to the nervous
system head, body system and skin.

Again, | know you're not a |lawer, but to your
know edge, what does that pertain to?

A Can you repeat the question? | don't understand
t his.

Q QO her than -- let nme rephrase it entirely.

O her than the orthopedic pains that you ve told us about
as to your back pain, shoulder, feet, |egs, |ower body,
and left wist, do you al so have pains to any other parts
of your body?

A Yes, | have.

Q What are those?

A Yeah, | have eczema on ny face fromthe stress.

(Reporter clarification.)

A | have eczenma. | have patches on ny face here.
It is hard to see, but when you cl ose you can see | have
patches -- eczenma on ny face. | have allergies. | have
stress and | cannot sl eep.

| have issues with the sleeping. And when | was
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stressed out, sone things happen at work, so ny hands
shaki ng. Sonet hi ng on ny hands.

Q What was the stress that occurred at work?

A We have a lot of stealing. People will cone --
run to the store. And the place where I'mlocated, |I'm
right under the -- right under escalators. So close to
t he door.

When people conme, they will just push the stands
of the bags and just sound |ike a gun shots. So every
time you hear, you like go through the stress.

So | notice after sone tine when it happened, |

start having anxieties -- anxiety. | wll conme hone. |
couldn't sleep. | have a stress. M hands wi || shake.

Il will conme to work next day and | wll keep
turni ng around, turning around. Like ny hands will shake

and stuff |ike that.
Bad headaches too. Wuldn't go away.

Q When you say that there was sounds that sounded
| i ke gun shots, do you know what was causing that sound?

A Yeah. |It's the racks where the bags hang too.
Li ke regul ar cl othes racks, but for the purses.

Q So when soneone grabbed a bag, it woul d nake
that rack sound |like a gun --

A Yeah, because then sonetinmes it's attached wth

the rope -- with alittle wire. So sonetinmes they wll
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cut and -- cone and cut them And sonetines they just
pull themout. So when they pull, everything is usually
falling on the fl oor.

Q Can you estimate for us how often these types of
thefts occur?

A Ch, often. Lately, this |last year has been very
often. Sonetinmes they cone twice a day. Sonetines
nothing for a while and then every day. Sonetines it's
norning. Sonetines it's in the evening right before we
close. So very often. | would say in the past year |'ve
been there, nmaybe 20, 25 tine happen while | was worKking.

Q Were you personally ever held up by a thief --
| i ke actually held at gun point or have anything taken
fromyou?

A Personally, yes. |t happened not the |ast year.
The year before it happened wth sonebody who cane,
opened the drawer where we have the stuff for sale. He
start filling his personal atom zer.

Yeah, so when | cone and approach him he start
calling nme nanes. It was very awful. So | told the
security. And what they didis, "Oh, |et us know next
time when he cone.” They didn't do nothing about it.

But | was afraid to be there because he was
telling nme how he is going to cone after ne outside and

how -- |i ke nanes and nanes and nanes. And, you know,
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threatening stuff |ike this.

Q You said that occurred the year before your | ast
year ?

A It was -- | believe it was in summertinme the
year of 2022. It was about the year ago. Maybe nore.
Maybe | ess.

Q Can you think of any other stressful incidents

that occurred while working at Bl oom ngdal es?

A | think this is it.

Q kay. Did these stressful incidents -- |
understand you said that it made you have anxiety and it
caused you to shake.

Did they cause you to need to go to a doctor for
any kind of anxiety nedication or sonething?

A Yes.

Q What doctor did you go to?

A Dr. Dal dal yan.

Q What kind of treatnent did Dr. Dal dal yan give
you?

A He give ne sleeping pills. He said, "Let's
start" -- because | never take any nedi cations before.
So he said, "Let ne start the sleeping pills. See how
you feel about it."

So sonetinmes they help. Sonetines it's not.

Because now |'m hone. |'mnot working. But I'mgoing to
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see himon My 2nd agai n.
Q Dr. Dal dal yan was the doctor that you said you

saw t hrough your attorney?

A Yes.

Q So that was after your termnation --

A Yes.

Q -- from Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yes.

Q Did you seek any treatnent for the stress that

you felt during your enploynent?
A | haven't got a chance to go anywhere. | just
went to ny regul ar doctor and they never prescribed

anyt hing for ne.

Q Did you tell your regul ar doctor about the
stress?
A | told himabout the stress, but they didn't ask

nme about all the details and stuff. But they know about
t he stresses.

Q An application for adjudication of claimthat
was filed that explained that you had synptons due to an
al l eged hostile environnent is for a date of July 16,
2022 to January 2, 2023.

Again, | know you're not the | awer, but can you
explain to us why that period of tinme?

A Because this is when there is a |lot of them
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stealing was happening. It was a |ot of stress, a |ot of
-- you know, sone nights where I work by nyself, we have
to go in groups to the parking | ot. Because when you
woul d | eave, you see people still hanging around, so.

Q Did you report your feelings of anxiety to
anyone at Bl oom ngdal es?

A They know. Yeah, we all talk about this openly.
And we was telling security -- head of security just so
t hey put sonebody on the door. And there was | adies.
And nobody was afraid of them The stealing was still
goi ng on.

Q Did you tell anyone at Bl oom ngdal es that you
requi red nedical care for any of -- either the orthopedic

or non-orthopedic synptons you were feeling?

A At Bl oom ngdal es, no.

Q And why did you stop working for Bloom ngdal es?

A Because | got fired.

Q What was the basis for the term nation?

A Term nation, they say | was using sonebody el se
card -- the pronotional card, which is -- | never used.

Q You deny that you used the pronotional card?

A | deny, yeah.

Q When you were accused of using the pronotional
card, was that accusation made by the asset protection or

how di d that happen?
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A Yes, it was nmade -- they say | used the card in
Cctober, but it wasn't ny card. But the thing is because
the card, where they located, it's -- ny personal --
probably -- probably ne. | told them "Honestly, it's
maybe nme the one who m splaced ny personal with the
custoner." Because | have a | ot of personal custoners.

So it happened on October. The card been used
in Cctober. But they wait until January and they let ne
go in January, not at the nonment when it happen.

Q So how were you even told that you were being
I nvestigated for this?

How did that all happen?

A So it happened in January 2nd. They call nme to
the back. And they told -- it was -- first of all, they
was accusing "OCh, you know, a |ot of things have been
m ssing fromthe store. W have the shortage of a | ot of
fragrances. W have a shortage of a lot of stuff.”

So they cone up first wth sonething else. Then
they asking ne if | ever take a gift fromany clients.
| f sonebody give ne any gift cards or sonebody give ne
anyt hing personal to ne. | say, "No."

And then they asked ne when was the first tine |
used sonebody el se card -- gift card -- pronotional card,
whi ch | never use anybody card.

So she say -- she showed ne the paper. And on
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t he paper she show it to me so the card been used. So
what happened is that's what the lady told ne. The |ady
pur chased sonething fromne with the pronotional card.
Once you use pronotional card, card becones zero. So she
purchased from nme sonething -- order glasses for her.
Once you purchase sonething, you put the card --
we have an envel ope next to the register -- right away.
So you put the card. So we use the card. W put next to
the -- we put it in the envelope. And the custoner |eft.
And five or six days, her order get cancell ed.
| didn't know the order get cancelled. So basically this
card has the noney back, which is -- | was expl ai ning
asset protection. |If | ring up sonebody, | order and

card becones zero, how would |I know five, six days the

card or her order go to be -- | don't have track of it.
| don't know who the lady is. | don't know.

So what happened is -- it could be ne. And |
told them honestly -- or sonebody el se who used the sane

register as ne. Sonetines people take the cards out to
clean the stickers we have on. And ny personal drawer is
right next toit. So maybe was m spl aced.

Anyway, the card been used. And when |I asked
them "My personal card, the one | use, the one |I'm
assum ng get sw tched, what happened to it? | never used

It. So you can see in the systemny card never been
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used." She said, "Yes."

But this is not what they keep saying. They
said | shouldn't order anything with the card at the
store. They can order online for thenself or they can --
at hone. O they can use for the purchases online at
honme or in store, not to order.

So after | did this for one client, | used

couple tinmes cards for sonebody el se. Like they

personally -- let's say you cone to the store and you
Wil use the card. And | wll try to order. And order
cancels. They cancel right away. | see it cancel.

They ask nme, "Why did you do it? You know we
are not supposed to." But the card in the back, it
doesn't say you cannot order in the store. They say
online orders, but doesn't say in the store.

So | keep ordering trying to help custoners.

"So you keep doing the sane thing." And | asked them

"I'f you see nme, you have a red flag | did sonething."
"Why don't you cone up to ne and say, Alena, you neke the
m stake?" "So you wait for nme to do it once. You wait
for me to do it twice. And you fire nme in January, not
at the" -- because the pronotional card work for two
weeks.

Basically in these two weeks, this is when | was

trying to do it. "So you see ne doing this. You wait
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for me to work holidays by nyself on nmy own." Because
I"'m-- ny cowrker left to the other conpany. "And then
you fire ne after.”

Q Before this happened, was there sonething el se
that occurred -- a disciplinary action -- sonething where
were you witten up for any reason?

A Never. | never was witten up. | never have
any issues. | was the top seller. Everything was fine.

Q When you say that you were taken to the back and
spoken to, do you renenber who it was that spoke to you
-- what her nane was?

A She is from-- she is not fromour store. She
was fromother store. And her nanme was either -- her
first nane or |ast nane was Martin, but | don't renenber
is it the first nanme. | think it was a | ast nane,

Martin. |t was a | ady.

Q Ckay. So she was with asset protection, to your
know edge?
A She was with the manager, asset protection,

which is belong to Shernman Gaks store.
Q Did anyone el se speak to you or just Ms. Martin?
A Just Ms. Martin.
Q And so on January 2nd when she spoke to you,
Were you put on a suspension?

A Yeah. She told ne, "W going to suspend you.
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Make sure" -- she is like, "I understand things happen.
You shoul dn't have your personal bel ongi ngs next to the
wor k bel ongi ngs,"” which is -- | told her -- | say, "I
understand. | agree with this. | shouldn't."

And they told nme to call the Bl oom ngdal es. So
happened | think on Monday. They told ne to call on
Wednesday. So | call them Nobody call ne back. Nobody
answer .

Then | was witing emails and see what's goi ng
on. Nobody answer anything. But then sonebody -- |
think it was foll ow ng week on Tuesday, sonebody brought
email fromHR  And they say they were busy to contact to
ne. It's alot of people. They contacted ne finally.

They told ne to cone to the store. And
meanwhi l e | was always talking -- not from people from
the store. | deal wth people fromover the phone. |
got basically fired over the phone.

Q You were told to cone into the store?

A Yes, because they have to pay ne ny vacation

Q kay. So before that, you had spoken to

sonebody on the phone who told you you were term nated?

A Yes.
Q Do you renenber, was that on January 18th?
A It was January 18th, yes. It was -- her first
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nane was Heat her. | don't renenber | ast nane. | have

everything on ny emails. | never delete ny emails. |
have stuff on ny -- if you need it, | can |ook it up.

Q Do you know what Heather's position was?

A No. | know she is HR but | don't know exactly

her position.

Q When you had this tel ephone call w th Heat her,
was there any email that confirned the tel ephone call or
was it just the call?

A No. | have a phone call and | have emails. |
have everything on the report.

Q Wul d you be able to provide those emails to us?

A Yeah. | think | have the detail of them |
have it.

M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Counsel, if you don't mnd, |

can send you a confirmng letter or a fornmal demand for

production -- whatever you would rather.
M5. FOLEY: Please provide the relevance. | don't
see any.

M5. RODERI CK: She has got a psyche claim So it's
rel evant.
M5. FOLEY: Ckay. Then we will devel op that issue.
If you believe -- she clained that she has
stress because of the stealing and the dangerous to her

health and well-being activity. That was her claim
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You want to go to that issue, we will see if
there was any discrimnation based on her nation or
origin.

(Reporter clarification.)

M5. RODERICK: Ckay. Cearly, when it's a stress
claim the doors are w de open.

M5. FOLEY: No problem

M5. RODERI CK: Because, of course, the defendant has
t he opportunity also to build their defenses. And as you
know, there is a 51 percent preponderance standard.
There is also the good faith personnel defense. There is
all these things that need to be built for both sides.
So it is relevant.

It's probably one of the relevant things in this
case. |If you are saying you're not going to produce
them then just say.

M5. FOLEY: [|'mnot saying that. | said |I'm not
obj ecting, but I want to nake sure you understand that
you open the door.

M5. RODERICK: Oh, okay. Gkay. That's absolutely
fine. So do you need fromne a demand for production --

MS. FOLEY: Sure.

M5. RODERICK: -- or a confirmng letter?

M5. FOLEY: Any way you want to do it, nost specific

request for nme. But I'Il get your request in witing, we
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wi || provide what you request.
M5. RODERICK: Ckay. Perfect. Thank you.
Q BY M5. RODERI CK: M. Khanenia, sorry about
t hat .
You said that when you cane into the store to

get your vacation pay, that was after the term nation

cal | ?
A | cane to the store and they sent ne in the room
and they give ne a phone nunber. | call the nunber. And

this is howthey did termnate ne fromwork over the
phone.

Q Just to nmake sure |I'mclear, when you were
contacted on the phone by Heather in human resources to
say that you were term nated, that was a call to your
home?

A She send ne email. "Are you going to be

avai |l abl e at that day on that January 18th to cone to the

store for last neeting?" | said, "Yes, of course. You
tell me whatever, | will cone.”

So she told ne the tinme. | think it was 11: 00
on January 18th. | cane to the store. | cane to the HR

W don't have HRin the store. So sonebody walk nme into
the room They set ne in the office. | have to call the
nunber. | call the nunber and then they term nate ne

over the phone.
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Q Then di d sonebody have your final checks there
avai |l abl e for you?

A Yes. Uh- huh.

Q And just so I'mclear, who you spoke to on the
phone was Heat her?

A Heather. Al this tines, emails and everything,
| contact only one person.

Q During the phone call wth Heather, did you talk
about the injuries you sustained at Bl oom ngdal es?

A No.

Q During the emails that you had wth Heather, did
you tal k about the injuries you sustained at

Bl oom ngdal es?

A No. | just told her the way | been treated when
| was on the phone with her -- when | call her first
tinme.
It was sonet hi ng happened and -- before

Christmas. Maybe a week or two weeks. The head of the
security -- you know when you | eave, security, you know,
t hey check your bags.

And | purchased sonething. It was two different
bags. | put one bag and there was two different
conpanies. So | purchased from one conpany and anot her
conpany. It's two separate recei pts hanging on the bag.

And when he | ook at the bag, he ripped one of
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the receipts. He |looks through it. He says, "I have to
take this receipt for the further investigation.” | say,
"Oh, okay." And | was like, | guess he doesn't see it's
anot her receipt.

So he was so desperate to put ne in trouble, he
ri pped one receipt off. He |looked through it. He see
smal | nerchandise in the bag, nore than on one receipt,
but he didn't see the second one.

| said, "Are you | ooking for the receipt" -- he
is like, "Ch." R ght away he start |ike, "Ch, why you
doing this to ne?" | said, "I actually did it for you.
Li ke you | ook at one thing. That's one conpany. You
| ook at another. Just easy for you to check."

He was |like, "Oh, okay." So he let ne go. It
starts like this. And fromthen |I was |like, "Wat's
goi ng on, you know?" They put ne in very unconfortable
posi tion.

Q Who was that? Was that al so asset protection?
A Yeah. |It's head of asset protection. H's nane
I s Sever an.

Q Can you spell that for us?

A H s nane Severan. | think Severan Pic.
Sever an.

Q Sever an?

A Yes.
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Q Your counsel said sonething -- obviously she is
not under oath, and again, you're not a lawer. | don't
want to know -- | don't want a |l egal opinion fromyou and
| don't want to know anything your |awer told you.
That's privil eged.

But she had nentioned that there m ght be an
I ssue of your national origin.
Do you have a personal belief --

A Yes, |'ve been told before -- actually from
securities -- that one guy who used to work there is
| i ke, "Oh, you Russian. Russians now the eneny of the
Ameri cans. "

And it's many tinmes you hear this from custoners
whil e you working there. And Bl oom ngdal es never did

anyt hi ng about it.

Q Did you ever report to anyone that you were
bei ng --

A | didn't report. But | been saying like, "Wy
t he peopl e making that comment?" "OCh, just ignore this."

Q How of ten woul d you say a custoner would nake a
coment ?

A Not often. A lot of custoner try to keep it,
you know, away fromthe politics and stuff. But sone
custoners wll comment.

Q And when they comment ed, what kinds of things
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woul d they say?

A "Are you Russian?' O like a lot of racist

t hi ngs been from sone ot her custoners, you know, of the

colors and stuff. But | been hurt people being -- saying
to ne personally, "Ch, you Russian." "Oh, you Russian?"
| say, "Yeah." "Oh." And they just wal k away.

Q So they didn't say anything derogatory, but you
felt a tone in their voice?

A Yes. Yes.

Q Is it ever since the attack on Ukraine or was it

before that?
A Yeah, it was the attack on Ukrai ne.

Q And you said that -- let nme just ask you.

Do you feel that people at Bl oom ngdal es, not

custoners, but your coworkers or managenent, were

di scrimnatory because you were from Russi a?

A | cannot say that. People try to be, you know,

nice and polite, but you feel sone stuff, you know.

O sonetinmes when you say sonething -- | know |
have an accent. |'mnot afraid of my accent. |'m not
afraid of anything. They will be |Iike, "Excuse ne. What

did you say? Can you repeat this?" Like they don't
under st and ne.
Q And you think that just occurred since the

attack on Ukraine or did that occur before?
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A Bef or e.

Q Vell, I will just represent to you, for the
record, all the tines that |I've asked you to say it again
today, it's not neant --

A No. No.

Q -- to be racist. W just need a clear record.

kay. So just to meke sure | have everything,
the stress that you have felt while working at
Bl oomi ngdal es i s because of the thefts primarily.
But you also felt sone stress due to the way
t hat Severan handl ed your bags in Decenber of 20227
A Uh- huh.
Q And al so maybe sone stress because of the way

custoners woul d act when they were asking you if you were

Russi an?
A Yeah.
Q Is there anything el se that caused you stress?
A No.
Q Ckay. Currently, what are your -- the term of

art we use i s substantive conplaints, neaning, where do
you feel pain? What kind of enotional problens?
VWhat are all of the conplaints that you
currently have?
A My conplaints is ny body hurts, you know, ny

| ower body. My back hurts. Like when | sit down for a
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while, | get up and it like took ne a while to go

strai ght back. M ankles hurt. M left knee, ny left
ankle. M veins pop up. And ny wist. Like nostly it's
my left.

But if I lay down on ny left side, | cannot
sleep on the left because ny hip hurts a lot. And when |
went to the nmassage and to the doctor, they couldn't even
pressure so nuch because ny left hipis hurt a lot.

Q Si nce you have not been working since January,
have sonme of these pains seened to resolve or are they
the sane as they --

A You know, | went to the nmassages. |It's getting
better |ike day or two and then they go back to nornal.
It's like not normal, |ike regul ar pain.

O course I'mnot on ny feet as nuch as | used
to be. | try to elevate ny legs up and stuff, but |
still have the pain.

M5. RODERICK: Al right. Thank you, Counsel, for
emailing to nme Dr. Dal dalyan's report.

Q BY M. RODERICK: It |ooks |like, based on this
report, that your first visit with Dr. Dal dal yan was
March 21st.

A Yes.

Q Before that, you had seen Dr. --

A Kr avchenko.
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Q kay. Wen did you first see Dr. Kravchenko?

A Today was supposed to be the six week. So six
weeks ago, seven.

Q What kind of treatnent has that doctor been
gi ving you?

A Chiropractor. Massages.

Q Do you feel that treatnent has hel ped?

A It helps for day or two. Then | have pain
again.

Q What kind of treatnent did Dr. Dal dal yan provide
for you?

A It was the first time | visited himfirst tine.
He give ne sone prescriptions and he give ne sone pain
medi cation for ny back and for ny ankles and for ny knee.
| can tell you which ones.

It's -- he gave ne nedication and he told ne |

have to cone back and see himagain on May 2nd.

Q Did he prescribe any nedication?

A He told nme he want to prescri be anxiety because

| never took any pills. He is like, "Take the sl eeping

pills first and then we wll see.™
Q (kay. So you've given us subjective conplaints
of pain in your |ow back, your ankles. | believe you

said both ankles or just the |left ankle?

A It's my both, but ny left one is the nost. All
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ny |eft side.

Q kay. Your left knee, but then you did al so say
t hat both knees pop?

A Yes. M left one is nore ny ankle -- ny left
ankle. Mstly it's ny left side.

Q Ckay. And then you said you also have pain in
your left hip?

A Yes.

Q Do you have pains, orthopedic, or any other
physi cal pain other than those body parts?

A No.

Q And t hen non-physical body parts |ike enotional,

do you have any current enotional conplaints?

A Yeah. | have headaches, which is -- they don't
go away. The headaches, anxiety. | have these rashes on
my face from-- | guess it's fromstress. | don't know.
"'mnot a doctor. So -- and that's it. Sl eeping.

Q When did the rashes first appear?

A It's fromwhen | stressed out, next norning --
like if I have a stressful day, sonething happened, | get
stressed out, next day right away under ny eyes | have
pat ches.

Q When did you first notice those rashes?

A | cannot tell you exactly the date because |

don't renenber.
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Q Wul d you say -- you had said that the stress
fromthe thefts had started approximately in July of
2022. So that would --

A Probably April, May | would say it start
happeni ng.

Q O 20227

A Uh- huh. Because | renenber it start before
summer -- sunmer heat -- like lots of heat. And |
al ready have them before.

Because | have to cover ny face. And they get
like -- | get stressed out, they conme up and | have to
cover sonething when | go outside.

Q Did you go to your primary care physician for
t he rashes?

A Yes. | went for everything.

Q What did your prinmary care doctor tell you what
was the cause of the rashes?

A She told me stress. She asked nme if | itch when
sonet hi ng happened, which is a rash. She is just |ike,
"Try not to stress a lot. You know, drink the tea. Take
a day. Relax. Don't stress.”

Q Al right. So for the -- just to nmake sure |
have a full |ist for our physical conplaints, | have your
| ow back, ankles, both knees, but primarily left side,

| eft knee, left hip, |eft ankle, headaches, anxiety,
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rashes --

A And ny left wist. | don't think we put the
| eft one.

(Reporter clarification.)
M5. RODERICK: -- rashes on face.
Qur reporter has to wite down everything we

say. So it's hard for her to m ss sonething.

Q BY M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Wen did you first

notice pains in your |left wist?

A August, | would say. August of 2022. | had it
slightly before, but this is when | wll cone hone and
just put start -- doing icing and stuff.

Q | know you're not a doctor, but do you have an

opi nion as to what caused your left wist pains?

A Wth the lifting. I'mright -- I'"'musually
ri ght - handed, but when | do sonething, | usually push and
do stuff wth ny left.

And on the third floor, what happened is it's a
heavy -- it's a stockroomon the three levels. On the --
it's shelving unit on the rail.

So to put your stuff, you have to nove shel ving
unit. So will nove with ny left than with ny right
because ny left is stronger.

So this is -- I'"'mnot a doctor, but those are

heavy. And |'ve been telling the security and |I've been
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conpl ai ning about this. Plus, when you nove the rail,
the rail going back. So you have to hold it. Sonet i e
nme and ny coworkers, she will hold and I will do the
stock. But it's very heavy.

Q And did you tell --

A It's on the third -- third floor stockroom

Q Did you tell your primary care doctor about the
pains you had in your left wist as well?

A Yes. And | even was wearing sonething -- when |
cone hone, | wll have sonething on ny hand to cover.

She give ne sonething for the hand.

Q So, again, | just want to nmake sure that we have
a conplete list. | think you corrected ne with addi ng on
the third -- the left wist.

So let's just nmake sure we have everything,
which is | ow back, ankles, both knees, left hip, l|eft
wri st, headaches, anxiety, rashes on face.

A Yes.

Q Can you think of any other current subjective
conpl aints that you have that you believe is caused from
your wor k at Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yeah, ny veins cone out. M veins on the left
-- on the legs, they cone out. So when | conme hone after
| ong shifts, | have like bad cranps and | have to take

sone -- also vitamns for that.
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Q You nean |ike varicose veins?

A Yes.

Q When did you first experience those?

A Those cone out when ny bad, bad cranps with ny
| egs happen. And it's -- | would say June.

Q O 20227

A Yes. Like |l wll have -- | couldn't sleep at
ni ghtti ne.

Q Did you go to your primary care doctor for that
as wel | ?

A | went for everything altogether. | didn't go

specific for one and then another one. Wen | went to
t he checkup, | was telling her about that.

And they told ne it's because | been on ny feet
for the longest. And it's part of the body. You know,
you stay for long, that's what happened. You have to
el evate your feet.

Q Ckay. So adding on to the list, the varicose
veins and | eg cranps.

When you say leg cranps, is it both right and
| eft | eg?

A Mostly left, but both of them
Q And do you currently still have those probl ens,
even after not being on your feet?

A You know, not -- not as nuch. Sonetines | wll
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have, but nost of the tine it's when | was working -- all
day wal ki ng and stayi ng, yeah.
Q Al right. Do we now have a conplete |ist or

can you think of other subjective conplaints that you

have?

A No.

Q | asked you at the begi nning of our deposition
I f you were ever hospitalized and you said, "No." So

this is probably going to sound |like a silly question,
but just to nake sure that |I'm conplete, have you ever
had any surgeries?

A No.

Q Have you ever sustained any injuries in any
types of accidents? And by that |I'mbeing really broad
on purpose. It could nean a car accident, which
everybody --

A No.

Q But al so --

A No.

Q kay. No car accidents. But how about have

you had an injury in a sports-related accident, a

trip-and-fall -- anything |like that?
A No.
Q Have you ever broken any bones?
A No.
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Q

per sonal

Si nce 2019, have you had anyt hi ng happen in your

life that you woul d consider to be a personal

stress factor |ike --

A

Q
anyone?

A

Q
A

Q
St at es?

A

QO » O » O » O

No.

-- anything -- have you suffered the | oss of

No. Thanks God, no.
Are your parents both still alive?
Yes.

And do they live in Russia or here in the

I n Russi a.

Do you get to see them frequently?

Yeah, they cone visit.

Do you ever go back to Russia?

No.

How often woul d you say they cone to visit?
They cone every year.

Do your parents have any health concerns, to

your know edge?

A
Q

No, they don't have any. They good.

And you' ve already told ne that your husband has

no disability.

A

Does he have any health issues?

No.
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Q

QO her than your primary care doctor, that you've

told us you'll get the nanme of and the clinic address for

us,

have you seen any actual psychol ogists or

psychiatrists at any tine in your life?

A No.
Q Do you have siblings?
A Yes.
Q How nmany brothers do you have?
A | don't have any brothers. | have one sister.
Q First | will go with brothers first.
You have one sister?
A Yeah.
Q Does she live here in the States or Russia?
A I n Russi a.
Q How often do you see your sister?
A Last tinme | saw her five years ago.
Q You said that you never go back to Russia. Wy
Is that?
A My parents cone. M sister cone visit. M kids

- with four kids, it's hard to go all together. You

know, too expensive. Never go on ny own.
M5. RODERICK: Ckay. All right. | think | ampretty
much done.

Counsel, is there anything that you need to put

on the record?
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M5. FOLEY: WMaybe | have just a coupl e questions.

M5. RODERI CK:  Maybe what we can do then is I'Il just
kind of transfer the questioning to you and I'Il try to
listen and at the sane tine | ook through ny notes.

M5. FOLEY: Sure. Sure.

So | can ask?

M5. RODERI CK: Pl ease.

- 00o-
EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. FOLEY:

Q kay. Alena, to your know edge, did you have
any other Russian --

(Reporter clarification.)

Q To your know edge, did you have any ot her
Russi an wor kers at Bl oom ngdal es?

A Yes. Russian speaking a |ot.

Q Wul d you say their treatnent was the sane
before the Wkrai nian war and after the Ukrainian war or
di fferent?

A No difference. Sone of themget fired.

(Reporter clarification.)

A No difference fromne. | don't know how they
been treated, but a lot of themgot fired.

Q So does it nean that you relate your term nation

to you bei ng Russi an?
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A | don't know. | cannot answer that.

M5. FOLEY: Ckay. | have no further questions.
- 000-
EXAM NATI ON

BY Ms. RODERI CK:

Q Wio are the other coworkers that are Russian
that were term nated?

A It was Russian speaking. |t was Sona Atoi an.

(Reporter clarification.)
Q Can you spell Sona's last nane for us?
A | would say A-t-o-i-a-n.
(Reporter clarification.)
A S-0-n-a.
| know sone ot her people, but I wasn't close

wth them on the second floor. They were all Russian

speaking. But |I don't know nothing about them

Q You cannot recall their names?

A No.

Q When did Sona get term nated?

A | believe maybe Cctober.

Q VWi ch departnent did Sona work in?

A Fragrance departnent.

Q So your departnent?

A Yeah.

Q And | know you said that -- well, let nme strike
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that and ask you --
Do you know the reason she was given for her
term nation?
A | don't know.
Q Do you still talk to Sona?
A No.
Q Did you talk to Sona at the tine of her

term nati on?

The day she left.
' msorry?
The day when she |eft she said, "I got fired."

Did she tell you why?

> O >» O »

| don't ask.

Q Are you aware of an enployee by the nane of Al an
Gam no?

A No.

Q Are aware of an enpl oyee by the nane of |van

Andr osov?
A Ivan? Ch, | think -- | think it's the -- he
works in the beauty. | think | heard of his nane, yes.

Q You' ve heard of him but you do not know hi nf

A No. No. | know who he is, but | don't know him
personal | y.

Q Have you ever spoken to him to your know edge?

A No. He works in the Bl oom ngdal es, but
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different area. | know who he is. [Ivan.

Q To your know edge, was he term nated?

A | know sonet hi ng happened, but | don't know
not hi ng about him

Q What do you nean, you know sonet hi ng happened?

A | heard of sonething happened once to him but |
don't know anything. | wasn't at work at this tinme. |
was of f.

Q Have you had any conversations wth hinf

A No. We are not friends. | don't talk to him

M5. RODERI CK: Ckay. Counsel, do you have anything
further?

M5. FCOLEY: No.

M5. RODERICK: Al right. |If we could just take |ike
two mnutes -- a real quick break and I will just go
t hrough ny records and nake sure there isn't sone glaring
I ssue that | totally mssed and then we shoul d be done.

M5. FOLEY: Ckay.

(O f the record.)
M5. RODERI CK: Back on the record.
| just have one.

Q BY M5. RODERICK: | just wanted to confirm
Ms. Khaneni a, that | have all the doctors that you have
seen.

Can you just go through for us -- or | can rel ay
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them back to you -- the ones we have al ready tal ked
about, whichever is easiest. O can you just give us a
| i st of doctors that you have seen?

A Dr. Dal dal yan and Mayya Kravchenko.

(Reporter clarification.)

Q And ot her than those two doctors, those are the
only two you have seen in reference to your worker's
conpensation injuries --

A Yes.

Q -- other than your primary care physician --

A Yes.

Q -- whose information you're going to provide to
us?

A Yeah.

M5. RODERI CK:  Ckay.

Then with that, | propose the follow ng
stipulation; that we relieve our court reporter of her
custodial duties for maintaining the transcript. And
i nstead the transcript wll be maintained by counsel for
t he applicant.

The defendant will be noticed of any changes
made and the information that has been requested. O
sinply that there are no changes, but with the
I nformati on that has been requested within 45 days after

receipt of the original transcript in counsel's office.
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| f the def endant

IS not noticed of the signing

of the transcript, a certified copy may be used with the

sane force and effect at any trial or for a nedical |egal

eval uati on.

M5. FOLEY: So sti pul at ed.

(Time noted 12:06 p.m)

* * %
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| declare under penalty of perjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this day of

at ,

California,

2023,

ALENA KHANMENI A
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A )

) Ss.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

I, , a

person who speaks the | anguage of the w tness, nanely

., and whose current address iIs

do hereby certify that on the day of

, 2023, | did translate the within

deposition fromthe English | anguage into the

| anguage, reading the sane to the

Wi tness in her native tongue, to the best of ny ability;
That all corrections and changes requested by the

W tness were nade and initialed by the w tness;
That upon conpl etion of said reading, the witness did

confirmto ne that she had understood the reading.

READER/ | NTERPRETER
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STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) SS.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

I, Karyn Rexhepi, a certified shorthand reporter in

and for the state of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before ne
renotely via Zoom Vi deoconference at the tinme and pl ace
therein set forth, at which tine the witness was put

under oath by ne;

That the deposition was recorded stenographically by
me and was thereafter transcribed into typewiting under
my direction and supervision and contains a true and

correct transcript of ny shorthand notes so taken.

| further certify that | amnot related to any party
to said action, nor in any way interested in the outcone

t her eof .

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed ny
nanme this 18th day of April, 2023.

KARYN REXHEPI, CSR NO. 10173
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1 SIM VALLEY, CALIFORNI A; TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2023 1 1"l attenpt to go through the rules as quickly
2 10: 18 A M 2|as possible. O course, if you have any questions, just
3 - 00o- 3(l et us know
4 LEONI D VI SHM D, 4 A deposition is sinply a series of questions
5 the interpreter herein, was duly sworn as an 5|mainly for discovery purposes. But our court reporter
6 Engl i sh/ Russi an interpreter. 6|has placed you under oath. So what that nmeans is you are
7 - 000- 7|obligated to tell the truth
8 ALENA KHANMENI A, 8 So even though we are here in a very casua
9 havi ng been first duly affirmed under the penalty of 9|environnent -- | believe you are testifying fromhone; is
10 perjury, was exami ned and testified as foll ows: 10|that correct?
11 - 00o- 11 A Yes.
12 EXAM NATI ON 12 Q We are all in our respective areas and not in
13|BY Ms. RODERI CK: 13 |court, but because our court reporter has placed you
14 Q Ms. Khameni a, can you please state your full 14 {under oath, your testinony has the same force and effect
15|nane for the record? 15|as if you were actually in a courtroomand testifying
16 A Yes. It's Al ena Khaneni a. 16 |before a judge
17 Q Have you ever been known by any ot her nanes? 17 So what that neans is you are obligated to tel
18 A Al ena Khartanovi ch. 18|the true. In fact, in California, under certain
19 Q Can you spell that other last nane for us? 19 |circunmstances, not telling the truth when under oath
20 A Yes. It's K-h-a-r-t-a-n-o-v-i-c-h. 20 |can be considered a felony
21 Q Was that your birth nane? 21 So it's inportant that you are honest this first
22 A It was nmy nmiden name. M birth nane, yes. 22 |time around
23 Q You married a gentleman with the [ast name 23 A Yes, | understood
24 |Khaneni a? 24 Q Thank you. In an effort to assist you in
25 A Yes. 25(|telling the truth, we nmust ask you not to guess. |If you
Page 5 Page 7
1 Q When did you get narried? 1|do not know the answer to a question, sinply say you
2 A I married in July 19th, 2003. 2|don't know and that's perfectly acceptable
3 Q Had you had any prior marriages? 3 If you answer a question with a guess, you could
4 A No. 4 |be wong, and it could look |ike you were intentionally
5 Q Is it fair to say that you were known by your 5(not telling the truth. So if you don't know, sinply say
6 |mai den nanme up until July of 2003? 6"l don't know," and that's fine
7 A No. | changed ny nane later. 7 Wth that said, however, we are entitled to your
8 Q Ckay. Wien did you change your nane? 8|best estimate
9 A | don't renenber. Eight years ago. | don't 9 Do you understand the difference between an
10 |remenber exactly, but when | become Anerican citizen. 10 |estimate and a guess?
11 Q Have you been known by any ot her nanes? 11 A Yes
12 A No. 12 Q Okay. |'msure you do understand, but just to
13 Q Have you ever had your deposition taken before? 13 |make sure it's clear on the record, an estimte is when
14 A No. 14 |you might not renenber the exact details of the situation
15 Q Have you had a chance to speak to counsel before 15|or of an event, you can nonethel ess provide sufficient
16 |begi nni ng t oday? 16 |information to give an answer because you personal |y had
17 A Yes. 17 |experi ence
18 Q How | ong did you prepare with counsel ? 18 In other words, with the date that you changed
19 A About an hour. 19 |your name, you coul d not renenber exactly, but you were
20 Q Because you've had an opportunity to prepare 20 |the one that changed your nane. Since you had experience
21|(with Ms. Foley before beginning, nost likely sone of the 21(with it, you could estimate, oh, it was about eight years
22 |things |I'mabout to say are going to seemvery 22 |ago
23 |repetitive, but | need to make sure on the record that 23 Whereas if | were to ask you how long |I've been
24 |you understand what a deposition is and what your 24 |known by ny last nane, you don't know me. You woul d have
25|obligations are when you are in a deposition proceeding. 25|to just guess, and obviously you woul d probably be w ong

Page 6
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1 If | asked you to neke an estimate, it's going 1|conpensation claimthat is fraudulent is considered a
2|(to be in regards to the date sonething occurred, |like the 2|felony. Just so you're aware of that adnonition before
3|date you changed your nane, or it might be in regard to 3|(we begin as well.
4(like the weight of an object. | wouldn't expect that you 4 A Yes.
5|put that object on a scale, but if you personally lifted 5 Q Wth that, do you have any questions for us
6 |the object, you might be able to give an estimate of its 6 |before we begin?
7 |wei ght . 7 A No.
8 If | ask you to nake an estimate and you feel 8 Q Can you think of any reasons why you woul d not
9|you have no basis to do so, then sinply tell us. 9|be able to give accurate testinony here this norning?
10 Ckay? 10 A No, I'mgood, | think. Everything is accurate.
11 A Yes. 11 |1 renenber everything. |'mgood. Good to go.
12 Q As we discussed off the record, we do have an 12 Q Did you take any nedications within the past 24
13|interpreter here for you. And he is sitting by. So if 13 |hours?
14 |you do not understand a question that | ask -- it could 14 A Sl eepi ng nedi cation, yes.
15|be ny fault, that | just poorly phrased the question, or 15 Q What is the name of that nedication?
16|it could be a | anguage barrier -- please tell us that you 16 A Hydr oxyzi ne.
17 |do not understand. 17 Q Can you spell it for us?
18 A Okay. 18 A Yes. It's Hy-d-r-o-x-y-z-i-n-e.
19 Q If you answer a question, it is going to be 19 Q When did you take the nedication?
20 |assunmed by the reader of your testinony that you 20 A Last night about 10:00 in the evening.
21 |understood the question. 21 Q Have you had any side effects fromthe
22 A kay. 22 |medi cation?
23 Q So please, if you don't understand, it's not 23 A Sl eeping. Fall asleep.
24 |going to enbarrass anyone. Just say you don't understand 24 Q Q her than that it causes you to sleep, anything
25|and either 1'Il rephrase or Leo can junp in and hel p us. 25 |el se?
Page 9 Page 11
1 A Ckay. 1 A No.
2 Q Everything that is said here today will be 2 Q Who prescribed that for you?
3|transcribed by our court reporter and put into what we 3 A My doctor did. Daldalyan.
4|call a transcript. 4 Q Coul d you spell your doctor's name?
5 You'll be given the opportunity to read your 5 A Yes. D-a-l-d-a-l-y-a-n. And his first name --
6 |testinony, nake any changes you feel necessary, and then 6 Q Do you --
7 |sign it under penalty of perjury. 7 A I"msorry. What? Do you need his first name?
8 I need to caution you, however, that should you 8 Q That woul d be great.
9 |make any changes to your testinony of a substantive 9 A Koruon, K-o0-r-u-o0-n.
10|nature, such as a "yes" to a "no," those changes could be 10 Q Where is Dr. Dal dal yan | ocated?
11|shown to a judge or to a nedical or |egal evaluator, and 11 Wiere is his office?
12|it and could affect your credibility. 12 A H's office on Riverside, Sherman Qaks.
13 So it's inportant that you're accurate this 13 Q How | ong has this doctor been your doctor?
14 |first time around. 14 A He has been -- | saw himjust recently.
15 A CGot it. 15 Q How did you | ocate hin®?
16 Q Pl ease continue, as we have been, neaning, allow 16 A A few weeks ago. | found himthrough ny
17 |nme to put ny whol e | ong-w nded question on the record 17 |1 awyer.
18 |before providing an answer. | will do ny best to allow 18 (Reporter clarification.)
19|you to finish your answer before noving on. 19 Q Do you have a primary care physician that you go
20 In that way, we are not speaking over each 20|to in the event you have a cold and you need a physical
21|other. If we speak over each other, it is difficult for 21 |exam or sonething like that?
22 |our court reporter. 22 A | do have one. But | saw this one because ny --
23 A Ckay. 23|it was very long tinme to get to ny doctor. | have to
24 Q Okay. That's basically the rules in a nutshell. 24|wait for a long.
25[1 do have to alert you that filing a worker's 25 Q Who was your primary care physician?
Page 10 Page 12
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1 A I don't remenber her name because they been 1 A 18444 Collins Street, Tarzana, California

2 [changi ng every year. 2 |Apartnment nunber 3

3 Q Do you go to a particular clinic or particular 3 Q How | ong have you lived there?

4|facility? 4 A We live alnost 16 years

5 A | go to particular clinic, which is |ocated 5 Q Wio lives at that residence with you?

6 |North Hol | ywood, | believe. 6 A My husband and ny four kids

7 Q Do you remenber the name of the clinic? 7 Q What is your husband's full nane?

8 A No. 8 A Val Khareni a.

9 Q How | ong have you been going to that clinic as 9 Q Coul d you spell that for us?

10 |your primary care |ocation? 10 A Yes. It's V-a-1. And last name is K-h -- just
11 A | went |ast year. Every year. | don't 11|the sanme as mnine, Khanenia

12 |remenber. 12 Q And what does M. Khanenia do for a living?

13 Q Do you renmenber what you went to the clinic for 13 A He is a basketball coach at Valley Coll ege

14 |l ast year? 14 Q Does he have any disabilities of any nature?
15 A Yes. | check for ny general checkups and then 15 A Not -- no

16 |they -- | went through to ny gynecol ogi st. 16 Q How | ong has he worked for Valley College?

17 Q I'f you had the opportunity to | ook through your 17 A 16 years

18 |records, would you be able to | ocate the name of that 18 Q How ol d are your children?

19 |clinic? 19 A M/ ol der one is 17. Then | have a 16, 12 and
20 A Yes. 20 |al most five
21 Q Unl ess your counsel has an opposition, what | 21 Q Do any of your children have any disabilities?
22 |woul d suggest we do is just |eave sone lines blank in the 22 A No
23 |transcript -- 23 Q Are they all good students?
24 A Uh- huh. 24 A Yes. Two of them going to Harvard Westlake. So
25 Q -- and when review ng your testinony, if you 25|t hey good students.

Page 13 Page 15

1|could please fill in that information? 1 Q That's a great school

2 A Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. | can look it up. | have 2 Do you have a California driver's |icense?
3lall the information. | know exactly. | just don't want 3 A I do

4|to give you sonething wong. | don't remenber exactly 4 Q You do?

5|the address. 5 A Uh- huh

6 REQUESTED | NFORNMATI ON 6 Q Do you happen to have it on you?

7 7 A I can bring it.

8 8 Q That woul d be great

9 Q BY M5. RCDERICK: Ckay. And when were you born? 9 A Yes

10 A | was born February 18, 1981. 10 Q Unl ess Ms. Fol ey has an opposition, what | would
11 Q And where were you born? 11|ask that you do --

12 A Bel arus, M nsk. 12 MS. FOLEY: No objection

13 Q When did you first come to the States to reside? 13 Q BY M5. RODERICK: -- is hold it up to your

14 A I canme first '99. 14 |canera --

15 Q Wien you first canme in 1999, did you cone to the 15 A Ckay.

16 |Southern California area? 16 Q -- and |'ll take a screen shot. | won't put any
17 A No. | cane to Florida. Mani. 17 |nunbers on the record

18 How |l ong did you live in Florida? 18 A Okay. One second. I'mgoing to bring it now
19 A I live in Florida until 2004. 19 MS. RODERICK: Sure. Let's go off the record rea
20 Q Wiere did you go at that point? 20 |f ast

21 A I -- we noved to Los Angel es. 21 (Off the record.)

22 Q Have you lived in the Los Angel es area ever 22 MS. RODERI CK:  Back on the record

23 |since 2004? 23 Of the record, | confirmed that our deponent's
24 A Yes. 24 |social security nunber matches the pleadings that have
25 Q What is your current hone address? 25|been filed. And we took a snap shot -- a screen shot of

Page 14
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1|her California driver's |icense. 1|doctor you mentioned to us?
2 And | will represent, for the record, that the 2 A No. It's conpletely different doctors,
3|license contains a picture that depicts our deponent. 3|different office.
4 Q BY MS. RODERICK: GCkay. Al right. | 4 MS. RODERICK: Counsel, | know you're not under oath,
5|understand you are no | onger enployed with Bl oom ngdal es; 5(but can you confirmfor us whether or not you have any
6|is that correct? 6|reports fromany doctors?
7 A Yes. 7 MS. FOLEY: That's the problem | have one report
8 Q Wien was your | ast day worked? 8|from Dr. Daldalyan right now And we requesting all the
9 A M/ last day was at work on the January 2nd, but 9|reports fromDr. Kravchenko. Hopefully | can get it --
10|l ast day conpletely working, | -- it was January 18th. 10 (Reporter clarification.)
11 Q So January 2nd was the |last day that you were 11 MS. FOLEY: -- during the deposition. And | can enuil
12 |actually on the job site perform ng work, and January 12 |you what | have right now.
13|18th was your effective term nation date? 13 MS. RODERI CK:  That would be great.
14 A Yes. 14 MS. FOLEY: Can you give your nmil? Maybe you can
15 Q Have you had any enpl oynent since Bl ooni ngdal es? 15|put it on chat.
16 A No. 16 MS. RODERI CK: Sure. Sure. Sure.
17 Q Are you currently receiving any income through 17 (Di scussion held off record.)
18 |any source? 18 Q BY M5. RODERI CK: What kind of doctor is he?
19 A Yes. | receiving EDD. 19 A He is regul ar doctor.
20 Q Wien did the EDD benefits start? 20 MS. FOLEY: | apologize for interrupting. He is
21 A It start three weeks ago. 21|internist.
22 Q What doctor is certifying you for EDD? 22 THE WTNESS: Internist, yeah.
23 A Dr. Mayya Kravchenko. 23 Q BY MS. RODERICK: And you found Dr. Dal dal yan
24 Q I's that the same doctor that you nmentioned to us 24 |al so through your attorney?
25 |bef ore? 25 A Yes.
Page 17 Page 19
1 A No, it's a different doctor. 1 Q How | ong have you been seeing hin®?
2 Can you spell his name for us? 2 A | saw himonly once. And | have the next
3 A Yes. Mayya Kravchenko. And |ast name | think 3|appointnent to see himin May 2nd.
4lit's K-h-a -- hold on. | can exactly look it up. | tell 4 Q Ckay. Since being term nated from Bl ooni ngdal es
5|you one second. 5(on January 18, 2023, | know you said that you have not
6 MS. FOLEY: | put it in the chat. 6 |had any other enploynent.
7 MS. RODERICK:  Ch, got it. Thank you. 7 What are your activities that you do just to
8|Cr-a-v-c-h-e-n-k-o. 8 |keep yoursel f busy?
9 (Reporter clarification.) 9 A Take care of ny Kkids.
10 MS. RODERICK: Sorry. | just misspoke. This is why 10 Q Anyt hi ng el se?
11|l should not be reading it. 11 A No.
12 THE WTNESS: | can tell you exactly date when | 12 Q Your children are in school or are they doing
13 |start receiving EDD. It was March 9, 2023. 13|renmote --
14 Q BY MS. RODERICK: Thank you. How did you find 14 A In school. They in school.
15|Dr. Kravchenko? 15 Q What kind of ways or what activities do you do
16 A I don't understand this question. 16 |to take care of your children?
17 Q How did you locate that doctor in order to go to 17 A Pick themup, drop themoff.
18 |her to be certified for EDD benefits? 18 (Reporter clarification.)
19 A I found through ny | awyer. 19 A CGoing to their basketball games. That's it.
20 Q What kind of doctor is she? 20|Taking themto activities.
21 A She is chiropractor. 21 Q Wil e working, were you able to pick themup and
22 Q Where is Dr. Kravchenko | ocated? 22 |drop them of f?
23 A She is located al so on Sherman Oaks on 23 A Sometines | would go on ny break and pick them
24 |Ri versi de. 24 |up. Depends. Usually ny husband woul d.
25 Q I's she out of the same office as the other 25 Q What is the last year of education that you have
Page 18 Page 20
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1|conpl et ed? 1 (Reporter clarification.)

2 A | conpleted college. University. 2 A I was working before as a vender. Then they

3 Q What university? 3|asked ne to work for Bl ooningdales and represent a

4 A Pal m Beach Atlantic University. 4 |conpany at Bl oomi ngdal es.

5 Q I"msorry? 5 Q When you were you initially working as a vender,

6 A Pal m Beach Atlantic University. 6 |were you paid by the vender or were you paid by

7 Q Did you have degree? 7 | Bl ooni ngdal es?

8 A Graphi ¢ design. 8 A Vender .

9 Q When did you obtain that degree? 9 Q So you first started actually as an enpl oyee

10 A I didn't finish. 10 |wi th Bl oom ngdal es on July 9, 2019?

11 Q Wien was the |ast year that you attended? 11 A Yes.

12 A 2003. 12 Q Got it. When did you start working as a vender?

13 Have you had any formal education since that 13 A As a vender, | was -- | think it was two or

14 |ti me? 14 |three years before | become enpl oyer of Bl ooningdales. |

15 A No. 15|don't renmenber exactly the dates. | don't want to give

16 Q Why did you decide not to finish your degree in 16 |you wong.

17 |graphi c design? 17 Q That's okay. When you first started working for

18 A W have to nove. And | got -- lost the 18 |Bl oonmi ngdal es on July 9, 2019, were you hired to work

19|interest. 19 |full tine?

20 Q | understand that you have four children, but 20 A Part tinme.

21|other than the birth of your children, have you ever been 21 Q When you were working as a vender, were you

22 |hospitalized? 22 |(working part time or full time?

23 A No. 23 A As a vender, | was full tine.

24 Q Have you ever broken any bones? 24 Q As Bl oom ngdal es only offered you part-tine

25 A No. 25|work, were you still getting work as a vender as well to
Page 21 Page 23

1 Q Do you treat with any doctors, other than the 1|keep your hours up or how did that work?

2 |doctors that you're seeing for your worker's conpensation 2 A No. | actually want to do part tinme because

3|claim which we will get into alittle bit nore? 3|work for me, | have kids. That's why | took the

4 Do you treat with any doctors on a regul ar basis 4 |position.

5(for any nedical condition? 5 Q During the time you worked as a vender for those

6 A No. 6 |approximately two to three years before becomning part

7 Q What | mean by that is it could be diabetes, 7|time with Bloomingdal es, did you sustain any injuries?

8 |hypertension, high cholesterol -- anything like that? 8 A No.

9 A No. 9 Q Where did you work before starting work as a

10 Q When did you first start working at 10 |vender for Prada and Hernmes?

11 |Bl ooni ngdal es? 11 A I work in the boutique at Anat B.

12 A I start working July 7th -- no, July 9, 2019. 12 (Reporter clarification.)

13 Q Bef ore Bl ooni ngdal es, what was the job that you 13 A It's called Anat B.

14 |had i medi ately preceding starting w th Bl ooni ngdal es? 14 Q Coul d you spell that for us?

15 A I was working at Bl ooningdal es, but as a vender. 15 A Yes. A-n-a-t dot B.

16 |1 was working for different conpany, but | was perform ng 16 Q Where is that |ocated?

17 |ny jobs at Bl oom ngdal es. 17 A Sherman Caks. Used to be one in Beverly Hills

18 Q What was the vender? 18 |and the Sherman Oaks. So | start in Beverly HIls, nove

19 A I was vender for Prada. | was vendor for 19 |to Sherman Qaks.

20 [Her es. 20 Q What did you do for the boutique?

21 (Reporter clarification.) 21 A I was nanaging the store.

22 Q He-r-me-s. 22 Q How | ong did you work for Anat B in total ?

23 A I was vender for fragrances for those conpanies. 23 A I work for them about seven years.

24 |Then | beconme working for Bl ooningdal es as worker for 24 Q Wiy did you stop working for then?

25 | Bl oomi ngdal es. 25 A Their business went out. They closed the store.
Page 22 Page 24
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1|The store closed. 1|and Anat B? |'msorry -- Mannequine's and the Gap?

2 Q When you were working for them were you working 2 A I was off the work for a while. Mybe three

3{full tine or part time? 3|years.

4 A Full tinre. 4 Q Did you have any enpl oyment before Mannequine's?

5 Q Was there a period of tine that you were not 5 A It was in Florida. | used to work at the

6 |wor ki ng between Anat B and working as a vender for Prada? 6 |restaurant called Zuccarelli's.

7 A Yes. It's probably -- probably six, seven 7 Q I'msorry?

8|(nonths | was of f. 8 A | used to work in the restaurant called

9 Q And you were receiving unenpl oyment during that 9|Zuccarelli's. It was in Florida, PalmBeach.

10 |ti me? 10 (Reporter clarification.)

11 A Yes. 11 A Z-u-c-c-a-r-e-l-i -- Zuccarelli.

12 Q Did you sustain any injuries while working for 12 Q How | ong did you work for that restaurant?

13 |Anat B? 13 A Probably a year.

14 A No. 14 Q What did you do for the restaurant?

15 Q I"mhorrible at math, but this takes you us, | 15 A Server.

16 |think, back to Iike 2010. 16 Was your work at Mannequine's full time or part

17 Do you renenber where you were working before 17 |time?

18 |Anat B? 18 A Part tine.

19 A I was home. No, | was working at the Gap. 19 Q Was your work at the restaurant full time or

20 Q How | ong did you work at the Gap? 20 |part tinme?

21 A I don't renenber. 21 A Full tine.

22 Q Can you estimate for us whether it was |like a 22 Q Did you stop working at the restaurant to nove

23|month or nore like a year or -- 23 |to Los Angel es?

24 A Maybe a year. Year or two maybe. Yeah. 24 A Yes.

25 Q Which Gap did you work at? 25 Q Did you sustain any injuries while working at
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1 A | start the one in -- the one Ventura, Tarzana. 1|Mannequi ne' s?

2|And then when the store closed down, they noved nme to 2 A No.

3 [Sherman Caks Fashi on Square. 3 Q Did you sustain any injuries while working at

4 Q What did you do for the Gap? 4 |the restaurant?

5 A I was working as a sal e person. 5 A No.

6 Q Full tine or part tine? 6 Q I's that pretty much all of the jobs you can

7 A I don't renenber. | think it was part tine. 7 |remenber while in the States?

8 Q Wiy did you stop working for the Gap? 8 A Yes.

9 A Because | noved to Anat B. 9 Q Have you had any periods of incarceration?

10 Q Did you sustain any injuries while working for 10|Jail tinme.

11|the Gap? 11 A | don't understand.

12 A No. 12 Q Have you been in jail?

13 Q Where did you work before the Gap? 13 A No.

14 A Before the Gap, | didn't work anywhere. | was 14 Q Have you been arrested at any tinme?

15|in Florida. It was a boutique called Mannequine's on 15 A No.

16 |Mel rose. That's where | work. 16 Q When you were first hired at Bl oomi ngdal es, you

17 Q How | ong did you work for Mannequine's? 17 |were hired part tine.

18 A Less than a year. 18 And was that as a sal es associate?

19 Q As a sal es associ ate? 19 A Yes.

20 A Yes. 20 Q Wi ch Bl oomi ngdal es store?

21 Q Wiy did you stop working for Mannequi ne? 21 A Sher man Caks.

22 A I was pregnant. 22 Q Did you remain at the Sherman Caks store for the

23 Q I'"msorry? 23 |full three years?

24 A I was pregnant. | stopped working. 24 Yes.

25 Q How | ong were you of f work between Mannequine's 25 Q Did you remain part tinme the whole tine?
Page 26 Page 28
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1 A No. It was part tine when they got hired. 1|boxes back to the -- wherever they go to a particular
2|Then in February | got full tine because ny nunbers were 2 [stockroom
3 |hi gh. 3 I have two different stockroons. | have a
4 Q So you started in July, but as of the follow ng 4 |second floor and third floor.
5|February, you were made full tine? 5 Q Can you estimate for us the heaviest itens you
6 A Yes. 6 |woul d have to lift in doing your stock work?
7 Q Were you working in a particular department? 7 A Probably 25 to 30 pounds.
8 A Yes. | was working for Hermes in fragrance 8 Q What woul d those itens be?
9 |department. 9 A Fragrances. Bottles of the fragrance.
10 Q Who was your supervisor? 10 Q How often woul d you lift those boxes?
11 A My supervi sor was Tammy Badger and Ann Ellis. 11 A We have to stock twice or once a week, sonetines
12 Q Tamy - - 12 |three tines.
13 A Tammy Badger and Ann Ellis. 13 Q Were there other sales associates that were al so
14 Q I's Badger B-a-d-g-e-r? 14 |designated in the fragrance departnent to Hernes or was
15 A Yes. 15(it just you?
16 Q And you said Ann -- 16 A I't was me and my coworker.
17 A Ellis. 17 Q Who was your coworker?
18 Q E-1-1-i-s? 18 A Aneta Gregorian.
19 A Uh- huh. 19 Q And coul d you spell Aneta's |ast nane for us?
20 Q That's a "yes"? 20 A Yes. A-n-e-t-a. And Gegorian is
21 A Yes. 21|({Gr-e-g-o-r-i-a-n.
22 Q To your know edge. 22 Q Do you keep in contact with Ms. Gregorian?
23 Was Tanmmy and Ann your supervisors throughout 23 A | keep in contact with nost of them yeah.
24 |your enploynment or did it change? 24 Q Woul d you say that you and Ms. Gregorian are
25 A Yes, through ny enpl oynent. 25|friends outside of work?

Page 29 Page 31
1 Q And as an associate for Hermes in the fragrance 1 A We keep good rel ationship.
2 |departnent, what were your exact job duties? 2 Q Do you socialize with her outside of work?
3 A I was doing the stock, selling, helping clients, 3 A No.
4 |appl yi ng makeup, taking stock back, fixing the stock 4 To your know edge, does Ms. Gregorian still work
5(roons. 5|for Bl ooni ngdal es?
6 Q Was there a particular shift that you worked or 6 A Yes. But she doesn't work for Hernes anynore.
7 |would it change? 7 |She doesn't work for Bloom ngdales. She is in
8 A It would change. Sonetines you open. Sonetines 8|Bl ooni ngdal es, but she work for different company. She
9|you cl ose. 9|l eft Bl oom ngdal es.
10 Q When you said that you worked to perform stock, 10 Q Do you know what conpany she now works for?
11 |what kind of stock work did you do? 11 A She works for Bond No. 9.
12 A You have to fix your stockroomas -- in the end, 12 Q What is it called?
13|l was mmnager at Hernmes conpany. So ny duty was to -- 13 A Bond No. 9.
14 |when we got stock, you put everything together. Then you 14 Q | believe you said you still keep in contact
15|have to nobve boxes and put themin the place where they 15|wi th other of your prior coworkers?
16 |supposed to be. So if sonmebody wal k in they know where 16 A Yes.
17 |everything | ocated when you not at work. 17 Q Who el se do you still keep in contact with?
18 Q So woul d sonebody bring the stock up fromthe 18 A Af soun Sharifi.
191 oadi ng dock -- 19 Q Anyone el se?
20 A Yes. 20 A Lisa. A lot of coworkers. But close
21 Q -- to a particular place and then you woul d put 21|relationship, no. 1 don't see anybody or hang out with
22 |that -- 22 |peopl e of f work.
23 A Unl oad. You have to unload everything, cut the 23 Q So the only ones you can renenber right nowis
24 |boxes, |eave the boxes, put everything together. And 24 |Afsoun Sharifi and Lisa?
25[then we are the one -- | amthe one who have to put the 25 A Yes.
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1 (Reporter clarification.) 1 A Yes. And ny wist also. M left wist.
2 A Af soun Sharifi. 2 Q Did you report these pains to anybody at
3 Q Can you spell that for us? 3| Bl oomi ngdal es?
4 A Yes. A-f-s-o0-u-n. And Sharifi is S-h-a-r-i -- 4 A Yes.
5(this one | cannot spell. 5 Q Who did you report your pains to?
6 Q VW will do it phonetic. 6 A I was conplaining to nmy coworker and | was
7 So when you said you keep in contact with them 7 |compl aining to ny manager, Tanmy Badger.
8|do you socialize with themor you just have phone calls 8 Q Wien you say coworker, are you talking about
9|or text messages here and there? 9 [Anet a?
10 A Yeah, here and there just saying hello to each 10 A Aneta and al so Stephanie. She was working at
11 |other. 11(this tinme. Stephanie Cooper.
12 Q As your position, were you responsible for the 12 Q And what exactly did you say to your manager,
13 |managenent of any other associ ates? 13 |Tamy?
14 In other words, did you act as a supervisor? 14 A Wiich is | have ny back pain. Like if | nove
15 A I was a nanager of the Hernes counter beauty. 15|the box, sonetimes it's hard for me to -- if | lift
16 |So | worked wi th Hernmes. 16 |sonmething, then it's like -- take ne a while to straight.
17 Q So you managed your coworker, Aneta? 17 |My back hurts.
18 A Yes. But for the very short period of time 18 Q Did you specifically tell Tamy that your back
19 |because then she left the conpany. She works for 19 |hurt after lifting sonething at work?
20|Bl oonmingdales. | nean for -- she left the Bl oom ngdal es. 20 A Yeah.
21 Q Di d she | eave Bl oom ngdal es while you were still 21 Q What did Tammy tell you?
22 |enpl oyed? 22 A Not hi ng.
23 A Yes. 23 Q Did she tell you to fill out a worker's
24 Q Was her position replaced by soneone? 24 |conpensation claimforn®?
25 A No. | was by nyself. 25 A No.
Page 33 Page 35
1 Q How | ong were you by yoursel f? 1 Q Can you renenber anything she told you?
2 A For probably five nonths. 2 A She would tell me, "You can go ahead if you want
3 Q And it was five nonths prior to your |ast day 3|to take your break. Go sit down."
4 |wor ked? 4 Q I'n March of 2022, did you go to any doctor for
5 A Yes. 5(the pains that you were feeling?
6 Q At the time of your |ast day worked, how nuch 6 A No.
7 |were you making per hour? 7 Q And why not ?
8 A I was making $26.00 per hour plus three percent 8 A I was just trying to try everything on ny own.
9 |commi ssi on. 9|Some nedication. | wll use the creamfor ny back.
10 Q Al'l right. Now | understand that you claimyou 10 Q What cream woul d you use?
11 |sustained an injury while working at Bl oonm ngdal es? 11 A Sonme pain reliever.
12 A Yes. 12 Q I'"msorry?
13 Q Can you explain for us what that injury is? 13 A Pain reliever called Finalgon.
14 A | have a | ower back pain, nmy shoulder, ny feet, 14 Q Coul d you spell that for us?
15|my ankles, ny legs, lower body parts, and my shoul der. 15 A Hold on. | think it's F-e-n-a-1-g-o-n.
16 Q When did you first notice the pains that you had 16 Q I's that just an over-the-counter creanf
17 |to your |ow back? 17 A This is sonething sonebody bring nme from Russi a.
18 A I noticed probably the year when | start working 18|It's for the back pain. It's like a heat kind of cream
19|little by little pain here and there. But in March -- 19|You put it on. It gives you warm
20(|this is March of 2022, this is when ny pain started going 20 Q To your know edge, is that creamsold here in
21(li ke worse. 21|the States?
22 Q I limted you to your |ow back, but would you 22 A Sonething simlar, | think, is selling, but not
23 |say that your pains in March of 2022 becane worse in all 23 |as powerful.
24 |of the body parts you nentioned, neaning, your back, your 24 Q And - -
25 |shoul der, your feet, your |eg? 25 A And | visit ny regular doctor's office as well.
Page 34 Page 36
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1 Q Did you tell your regular doctor about the pains 1 A We all have sone different issues, yes

2 |you were having? 2 Q Okay. We will get into your subjective

3 A Yes. | told himabout the pains and | told him 3|conplaints as to each -- you know, the pains you feel as
4 |about nmy legs. And they say, "Yeah, because you been in 4 |to each body part

5|your feet all day for |ike seven, eight hours at work." 5 But | also note that a second application was

6 Q When you say your regular doctor, are you 6|filed on your behalf for claimof injury to the nervous

7 |tal ki ng about the doctor you told us about at the 7 |system head, body system and skin

8 |begi nni ng? 8 Again, | know you're not a |lawer, but to your

9 A Yes. The one | don't remenber. | know where is 9 |know edge, what does that pertain to?

10|the office, but | don't remenber physical address. But | 10 A Can you repeat the question? | don't understand
11 |know where it is and the nane. 11|this

12 Q Ckay. So it's the one that you were talking 12 Q Qher than -- let me rephrase it entirely

13 |about that's in North Hollywood that you'll get for us? 13 |Qher than the orthopedic pains that you' ve told us about
14 A Yes. 14 |as to your back pain, shoulder, feet, |egs, |ower body

15 Q Ckay. What does your regular doctor tell you to 15|and left wist, do you also have pains to any other parts
16 |do about the pains that you had? 16 |of your body?

17 A She said | have to stretch. | have to make sure 17 A Yes, | have

181 sit down. Don't stay too |long. 18 Q What are those?

19 Q Did your doctor ever take you off work? 19 A Yeah, | have eczema on ny face fromthe stress
20 A No. 20 (Reporter clarification.)
21 Q Did your doctor prescribe for you any 21 A | have eczenma. | have patches on ny face here
22 |nedi cations? 22|It is hard to see, but when you cl ose you can see | have
23 A No. 23 |patches -- eczema on ny face. | have allergies. | have
24 Q Did your doctor refer you to any physical 24 |stress and | cannot sleep
25|t herapy or acupuncture, chiropractic treatnent? 25 I have issues with the sleeping. And when | was
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1 A No. 1|stressed out, sone things happen at work, so ny hands

2 Q 1"l represent to you that an application for 2 |shaki ng. Sorething on ny hands

3|adj udication of claim which is the pleading in a 3 Q What was the stress that occurred at work?

4 |worker's conpensation case, has been filed on your behalf 4 A We have a | ot of stealing. People will cone --
5(alleging a cumul ative trauma period of March 6, 2022 to 5(run to the store. And the place where |I'mlocated, I'm
6 [January 15, 2023. 6|right under the -- right under escalators. So close to

7 And | understand it's a | egal docunent. | don't 7 |the door

8|want a |l egal opinion fromyou, but just fromyour own 8 When people cone, they will just push the stands
9 |personal opinion, is that the period of time that you 9|of the bags and just sound like a gun shots. So every
10|feel you were injured while working at Bl oom ngdal es? 10|time you hear, you like go through the stress

11 A Yeah. 11 So | notice after sone tine when it happened,

12 Q During that time, other than speaking with your 12 |start having anxieties -- anxiety. | wll come home. |
13 |manager, Tammy, did you tell anybody el se about the 13 |couldn't sleep. | have a stress. M hands w |l shake
14 |injuries? 14 I will come to work next day and | will keep

15 A I was -- you know, like we worked together. | 15|turning around, turning around. Like ny hands will shake
16 |wasn't hiding that. Many times ny coworkers -- and they 16 |and stuff like that

17 |was |ike, "What happened to your ankle?" M ankle would 17 Bad headaches too. Wuldn't go away.

18 |swell up. So they see it. 18 Q When you say that there was sounds that sounded
19 So |'ve been conplaining. And for sure ny other 19 |li ke gun shots, do you know what was causing that sound?
20 |manager heard this and Lisa as well. 20 A Yeah. |It's the racks where the bags hang too
21 Q Wien your ankles would swell, would you go get 21|Li ke regul ar clothes racks, but for the purses
22 |nedi cal care? 22 Q So when soneone grabbed a bag, it would make
23 A No, | didn't. 23 |that rack sound like a gun --
24 Q To your know edge, were your coworkers having 24 A Yeah, because then sonetinmes it's attached with
25|simlar issues with their ankles? 25|the rope -- with alittle wire. So sometines they wl
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1|cut and -- cone and cut them And sonetines they just 1|see himon May 2nd again

2|pull themout. So when they pull, everything is usually 2 Q Dr. Dal dal yan was the doctor that you said you
3|falling on the floor. 3|saw t hrough your attorney?

4 Q Can you estimate for us how often these types of 4 A Yes.

5(thefts occur? 5 So that was after your termnation --

6 A Ch, often. Lately, this last year has been very 6 A Yes

7 |often. Sonetimes they come twice a day. Somnetines 7 Q -- from Bl oom ngdal es?

8|nothing for a while and then every day. Sonetinmes it's 8 A Yes

9|morning. Sonetines it's in the evening right before we 9 Q Did you seek any treatment for the stress that
10|close. So very often. | would say in the past year |'ve 10|you felt during your enploynent?
11 |been there, maybe 20, 25 tinme happen while | was working. 11 A | haven't got a chance to go anywhere. | just
12 Q Were you personally ever held up by a thief -- 12 |went to ny regular doctor and they never prescribed
13 |like actually held at gun point or have anything taken 13 |anything for me
14 |from you? 14 Q Did you tell your regul ar doctor about the
15 A Personal ly, yes. It happened not the |ast year. 15|stress?
16 |The year before it happened with sonebody who cane, 16 A I told himabout the stress, but they didn't ask
17 |opened the drawer where we have the stuff for sale. He 17 |ne about all the details and stuff. But they know about
18 |start filling his personal atonizer. 18 |the stresses
19 Yeah, so when | come and approach him he start 19 Q An application for adjudication of claimthat
20(|calling me nanes. It was very awful. So | told the 20 |was filed that explained that you had synptons due to an
21|security. And what they did is, "Ch, let us know next 21|all eged hostile environnent is for a date of July 16
22 |time when he conme."” They didn't do nothing about it. 2212022 to January 2, 2023
23 But | was afraid to be there because he was 23 Again, | know you're not the |awer, but can you
24 (telling me how he is going to come after me outside and 24 |explain to us why that period of tine?
25|how -- like names and nanes and nanes. And, you know, 25 A Because this is when there is a lot of them
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1|threatening stuff like this. 1|stealing was happening. It was a lot of stress, a lot of
2 Q You said that occurred the year before your |ast 2|-- you know, sone nights where | work by nyself, we have
3|year? 3(to go in groups to the parking lot. Because when you

4 A It was -- | believe it was in sumertime the 4 (woul d | eave, you see people still hanging around, so
5|year of 2022. It was about the year ago. Maybe nore. 5 Q Did you report your feelings of anxiety to

6 |Maybe | ess. 6 |anyone at Bl oomi ngdal es?

7 Q Can you think of any other stressful incidents 7 A They know. Yeah, we all talk about this openly
8|that occurred while working at Bl oom ngdal es? 8|And we was telling security -- head of security just so
9 A I think this is it. 9 |they put sonebody on the door. And there was |adies

10 Q Okay. Did these stressful incidents -- | 10 |And nobody was afraid of them The stealing was stil

11 |understand you said that it nmade you have anxiety and it 11|going on

12 |caused you to shake. 12 Q Did you tell anyone at Bl oom ngdal es that you
13 Did they cause you to need to go to a doctor for 13 |required nedical care for any of -- either the orthopedic
14 |any kind of anxiety nedication or something? 14 |or non-orthopedic synptons you were feeling?

15 A Yes. 15 A At Bl oonmi ngdal es, no

16 Q What doctor did you go to? 16 Q And why did you stop working for Bl oom ngdal es?
17 A Dr. Dal dal yan. 17 A Because | got fired

18 Q What kind of treatnment did Dr. Daldalyan give 18 Q What was the basis for the termination?

19 |you? 19 A Termination, they say | was using somebody el se
20 A He give me sleeping pills. He said, "Let's 20|card -- the promotional card, which is -- | never used
21|start" -- because | never take any nedications before. 21 Q You deny that you used the pronotional card?
22|So he said, "Let nme start the sleeping pills. See how 22 A | deny, yeah
23 |you feel about it." 23 Q When you were accused of using the pronotiona
24 So sonetinmes they help. Sonetines it's not. 24 |card, was that accusation made by the asset protection or
25|Because now |'mhone. |'mnot working. But |I'mgoing to 25|how did that happen?
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1 A Yes, it was made -- they say | used the card in 1|used.” She said, "Yes."

2|Cctober, but it wasn't ny card. But the thing is because 2 But this is not what they keep saying. They

3|the card, where they located, it's -- nmy personal -- 3|said | shouldn't order anything with the card at the

4 |probably -- probably me. | told them "Honestly, it's 4|store. They can order online for thenself or they can --

5|maybe ne the one who misplaced ny personal with the 5(at hone. O they can use for the purchases online at

6|custoner."” Because | have a | ot of personal custoners. 6|hone or in store, not to order.

7 So it happened on Cctober. The card been used 7 So after | did this for one client, | used

8|in October. But they wait until January and they let ne 8|couple tinmes cards for sonebody el se. Like they

9|go in January, not at the nonent when it happen. 9|personally -- let's say you come to the store and you

10 Q So how were you even told that you were being 10|(will use the card. And | will try to order. And order

11|investigated for this? 11|cancels. They cancel right away. | see it cancel.

12 How did that all happen? 12 They ask ne, "Wiy did you do it? You know we

13 A So it happened in January 2nd. They call ne to 13 |are not supposed to." But the card in the back, it

14 |the back. And they told -- it was -- first of all, they 14 |doesn't say you cannot order in the store. They say

15|was accusing "Ch, you know, a lot of things have been 15|online orders, but doesn't say in the store.

16|m ssing fromthe store. W have the shortage of a | ot of 16 So | keep ordering trying to help customers.

17 |fragrances. W have a shortage of a lot of stuff."” 17|"So you keep doing the sane thing." And | asked them

18 So they come up first with sonething el se. Then 18|"If you see nme, you have a red flag | did sonmething."

19|they asking me if | ever take a gift fromany clients. 19 |"Wy don't you cone up to me and say, Alena, you make the

20|1f sonebody give ne any gift cards or sonebody give nme 20 |mi stake?" "So you wait for me to do it once. You wait

21|anything personal to nme. | say, "No." 21|for me to do it twice. And you fire ne in January, not

22 And then they asked ne when was the first tine | 22 |at the" -- because the pronotional card work for two

23 |used sonebody el se card -- gift card -- pronotional card, 23 |weeks.

24 [which | never use anybody card. 24 Basically in these two weeks, this is when | was

25 So she say -- she showed ne the paper. And on 25(trying to do it. "So you see ne doing this. You wait
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1|the paper she show it to ne so the card been used. So 1|for ne to work holidays by nyself on ny own." Because

2 [what happened is that's what the lady told ne. The |ady 2(1"m-- ny coworker left to the other conpany. "And then

3 |purchased sonething fromne with the pronotional card. 3|you fire me after."

4 |Once you use pronotional card, card becomes zero. So she 4 Q Before this happened, was there sonething el se

5|purchased from nme sonething -- order glasses for her. 5|that occurred -- a disciplinary action -- sonething where

6 Once you purchase sonething, you put the card -- 6|were you witten up for any reason?

7 |we have an envel ope next to the register -- right away. 7 A Never. | never was witten up. | never have

8|So you put the card. So we use the card. W put next to 8|any issues. | was the top seller. Everything was fine.

9|the -- we put it in the envel ope. And the customer left. 9 Q When you say that you were taken to the back and

10 And five or six days, her order get cancell ed. 10 |spoken to, do you remenber who it was that spoke to you

11|l didn't know the order get cancelled. So basically this 11|-- what her name was?

12 |card has the noney back, which is -- | was explaining 12 A She is from-- she is not fromour store. She

13 |asset protection. |If | ring up sonebody, | order and 13 |was fromother store. And her nanme was either -- her

14 |card becones zero, how would | know five, six days the 14 |first name or last name was Martin, but | don't remenber

15|card or her order go to be -- | don't have track of it. 15|is it the first nane. | think it was a | ast nane,

16|l don't know who the lady is. | don't know. 16 |Martin. It was a |ady.

17 So what happened is -- it could be me. And | 17 Q Ckay. So she was with asset protection, to your

18 |told them honestly -- or sonebody el se who used the same 18 |knowl edge?

19 |register as me. Sonetines people take the cards out to 19 A She was with the manager, asset protection,

20|clean the stickers we have on. And ny personal drawer is 20 |which is belong to Shernan Qaks store.

21|right next to it. So maybe was ni spl aced. 21 Q Di d anyone el se speak to you or just Ms. Martin?

22 Anyway, the card been used. And when | asked 22 A Just Ms. Martin.

23 |them "M personal card, the one | use, the one I'm 23 Q And so on January 2nd when she spoke to you,

24 |assunming get sw tched, what happened to it? | never used 24 |were you put on a suspension?

25]it. So you can see in the systemny card never been 25 A Yeah. She told ne, "W going to suspend you.
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1|Make sure" -- she is like, "I understand things happen. 1 You want to go to that issue, we will see if
2 |You shoul dn't have your personal belongings next to the 2|there was any discrinination based on her nation or
3|(work belongings,"” whichis -- | told her -- | say, "I 3|origin.
4 |understand. | agree with this. | shouldn't." 4 (Reporter clarification.)
5 And they told ne to call the Bl oonm ngdales. So 5 MS. RODERICK: Ckay. Clearly, when it's a stress
6 |happened | think on Monday. They told nme to call on 6|claim the doors are wi de open.
7 |Wednesday. So | call them Nobody call ne back. Nobody 7 MS. FOLEY: No problem
8 |answer . 8 MS. RODERI CK: Because, of course, the defendant has
9 Then | was witing emails and see what's going 9|the opportunity also to build their defenses. And as you
10|on. Nobody answer anything. But then sonmebody -- | 10 |know, there is a 51 percent preponderance standard.
11|think it was follow ng week on Tuesday, sonebody brought 11|There is also the good faith personnel defense. There is
12|email fromHR And they say they were busy to contact to 12|all these things that need to be built for both sides.
13|me. It's a lot of people. They contacted nme finally. 13|So it is relevant.
14 They told ne to come to the store. And 14 It's probably one of the relevant things in this
15|meanwhile | was always talking -- not from people from 15|case. If you are saying you're not going to produce
16 |the store. | deal with people fromover the phone. | 16 [them then just say.
17 |got basically fired over the phone. 17 MS. FOLEY: |'mnot saying that. | said |'m not
18 Q You were told to cone into the store? 18 |objecting, but I want to make sure you understand that
19 A Yes, because they have to pay nme ny vacation 19 |you open the door.
20 |ti me. 20 MS. RODERICK: Ch, okay. GCkay. That's absolutely
21 Q Okay. So before that, you had spoken to 21|(fine. So do you need fromnme a demand for production --
22 |sonmebody on the phone who told you you were term nated? 22 MS. FOLEY: Sure.
23 A Yes. 23 MS. RODERICK: -- or a confirnming letter?
24 Q Do you renenber, was that on January 18th? 24 MS. FOLEY: Any way you want to do it, nost specific
25 A It was January 18th, yes. It was -- her first 25|request for nme. But |'Il get your request in witing, we
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1|name was Heather. | don't renenber |ast nane. | have 1|wi |l provide what you request.
2|everything on ny emails. | never delete ny emails. | 2 MS. RODERI CK: Ckay. Perfect. Thank you.
3|have stuff on nmy -- if you need it, | can look it up. 3 Q BY M5. RCDERICK: M. Khanenia, sorry about
4 Q Do you know what Heather's position was? 4 (that.
5 A No. | know she is HR but | don't know exactly 5 You said that when you canme into the store to
6 |her position. 6 |get your vacation pay, that was after the termnation
7 Q When you had this tel ephone call wth Heather, 7 |call?
8|was there any enmmil that confirnmed the tel ephone call or 8 A | cane to the store and they sent ne in the room
9|was it just the call? 9|and they give me a phone nunber. | call the nunber. And
10 A No. | have a phone call and | have emails. | 10|this is how they did termnate me fromwork over the
11 |have everything on the report. 11 |phone.
12 Q Woul d you be able to provide those emails to us? 12 Q Just to make sure |'mclear, when you were
13 A Yeah. | think |I have the detail of them | 13 |contacted on the phone by Heather in human resources to
14 |have it. 14 |say that you were term nated, that was a call to your
15 MS. RODERI CK: COkay. Counsel, if you don't mind, | 15 [hone?
16 |can send you a confirmng letter or a formal demand for 16 A She send nme enmil. "Are you going to be
17 |production -- whatever you would rather. 17 |avail able at that day on that January 18th to come to the
18 MS. FOLEY: Please provide the relevance. | don't 18|store for last neeting?" | said, "Yes, of course. You
19 |see any. 19 |tell ne whatever, | wll cone."
20 MS. RODERICK: She has got a psyche claim So it's 20 So she told nme the tine. | think it was 11:00
21 |rel evant. 21|on January 18th. | came to the store. | came to the HR
22 MS. FOLEY: GOkay. Then we will develop that issue. 22 |We don't have HRin the store. So sonebody wal k ne into
23 If you believe -- she clainmed that she has 23|the room They set ne in the office. | have to call the
24 |stress because of the stealing and the dangerous to her 24 [nunber. | call the nunmber and then they term nate me
25|health and wel | -being activity. That was her claim 25|over the phone.
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1 Q Then did sonebody have your final checks there 1 Q Your counsel said sonething -- obviously she is
2 |avail able for you? 2 [not under oath, and again, you're not a lawer. | don't
3 A Yes. Uh-huh. 3|{want to know -- | don't want a legal opinion fromyou and
4 Q And just so |'mclear, who you spoke to on the 4|l don't want to know anything your |awer told you.
5|phone was Heat her? 5|(That's privil eged.
6 A Heather. Al this times, emails and everything, 6 But she had nentioned that there m ght be an
7|1 contact only one person. 7 |i ssue of your national origin.
8 Q During the phone call with Heather, did you talk 8 Do you have a personal belief --
9|about the injuries you sustained at Bl ooni ngdal es? 9 A Yes, |'ve been told before -- actually from
10 A No. 10 |securities -- that one guy who used to work there is
11 Q During the emails that you had with Heather, did 11|li ke, "Oh, you Russian. Russians now the eneny of the
12 |you tal k about the injuries you sustained at 12 |Amrericans. "
13 | Bl ooni ngdal es? 13 And it's many tinmes you hear this from customers
14 A No. | just told her the way | been treated when 14 |while you working there. And Bl oonmi ngdal es never did
15|1 was on the phone with her -- when I call her first 15 |anyt hi ng about it.
16 |time. 16 Q Did you ever report to anyone that you were
17 I't was sonet hing happened and -- before 17 |being --
18 |Christmas. Maybe a week or two weeks. The head of the 18 A I didn't report. But | been saying like, "Wy
19 |security -- you know when you | eave, security, you know, 19 |the people neking that commrent?" "Ch, just ignore this."
20 |they check your bags. 20 Q How of ten woul d you say a custoner woul d nake a
21 And | purchased sonething. It was two different 21 |conment ?
22 |bags. | put one bag and there was two different 22 A Not often. A lot of custoner try to keep it,
23 |conpanies. So | purchased from one conpany and anot her 23 |you know, away fromthe politics and stuff. But sone
24 |conpany. |It's two separate receipts hanging on the bag. 24 |custonmers will coment.
25 And when he | ook at the bag, he ripped one of 25 Q And when they commented, what kinds of things
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1|the receipts. He looks through it. He says, "I have to 1|would they say?
2|take this receipt for the further investigation." | say, 2 A "Are you Russian?" O like a lot of racist
3|"Oh, okay." And | was like, | guess he doesn't see it's 3|things been from sonme other custoners, you know, of the
4 |anot her receipt. 4|colors and stuff. But | been hurt people being -- saying
5 So he was so desperate to put nme in trouble, he 5[(to me personally, "Ch, you Russian." "Ch, you Russian?"
6|ripped one receipt off. He |looked through it. He see 6|l say, "Yeah." "Ch." And they just walk away.
7 |smal | merchandise in the bag, nore than on one receipt, 7 Q So they didn't say anything derogatory, but you
8|but he didn't see the second one. 8|felt a tone in their voice?
9 | said, "Are you looking for the receipt" -- he 9 A Yes. Yes.
10|is like, "Oh." Right away he start |ike, "Ch, why you 10 Q Is it ever since the attack on Ukraine or was it
11|doing this to me?" | said, "I actually did it for you. 11 |before that?
12 |Li ke you look at one thing. That's one conpany. You 12 A Yeah, it was the attack on Ukrai ne.
13|l ook at another. Just easy for you to check." 13 Q And you said that -- let me just ask you.
14 He was like, "Ch, okay." So he let nme go. It 14 Do you feel that people at Bl ooningdal es, not
15|starts like this. And fromthen | was |ike, "Wat's 15|custoners, but your coworkers or managenent, were
16 |goi ng on, you know?" They put me in very unconfortable 16 |di scrim natory because you were from Russia?
17 |position. 17 A | cannot say that. People try to be, you know,
18 Q Wio was that? Was that al so asset protection? 18 |nice and polite, but you feel some stuff, you know.
19 A Yeah. It's head of asset protection. H s nane 19 O sonetines when you say sonething -- | know I
20|is Severan. 20 |have an accent. |'mmnot afraid of ny accent. |'m not
21 Q Can you spell that for us? 21|afraid of anything. They will be like, "Excuse ne. What
22 A H s nanme Severan. | think Severan Pic. 22 |did you say? Can you repeat this?" Like they don't
23 |Severan. 23 |understand ne.
24 Q Sever an? 24 Q And you think that just occurred since the
25 A Yes. 25|attack on WUkraine or did that occur before?
Page 54 Page 56
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1 A Before. 1 Q Ckay. When did you first see Dr. Kravchenko?
2 Q Vell, I will just represent to you, for the 2 A Today was supposed to be the six week. So six
3|record, all the tines that |'ve asked you to say it again 3 |weeks ago, seven.
4(today, it's not meant -- 4 Q What kind of treatnent has that doctor been
5 A No.  No. 5|(giving you?
6 Q -- to be racist. W just need a clear record. 6 A Chiropractor. Massages.
7 Ckay. So just to make sure | have everything, 7 Q Do you feel that treatment has hel ped?
8|the stress that you have felt while working at 8 A I't helps for day or two. Then | have pain
9 |Bl oomi ngdal es is because of the thefts primarily. 9 |again.
10 But you also felt sone stress due to the way 10 Q What kind of treatnent did Dr. Dal dal yan provide
11|that Severan handl ed your bags in Decenber of 20227 11 |for you?
12 A Uh- huh. 12 A It was the first time | visited himfirst tine.
13 Q And al so maybe sone stress because of the way 13 |He give me some prescriptions and he give me sone pain
14 |custoners woul d act when they were asking you if you were 14 |medi cation for ny back and for ny ankles and for ny knee.
15 |Russi an? 151 can tell you which ones.
16 A Yeah. 16 It's -- he gave nme nedication and he told ne |
17 Q I's there anything el se that caused you stress? 17 |have to come back and see himagain on Muy 2nd.
18 A No. 18 Q Did he prescribe any nedication?
19 Q Ckay. Currently, what are your -- the term of 19 A He told ne he want to prescribe anxiety because
20|art we use is substantive conplaints, nmeaning, where do 20|l never took any pills. He is like, "Take the sleeping
21|you feel pain? Wat kind of enotional problens? 21|pills first and then we will see.”
22 What are all of the conplaints that you 22 Q Ckay. So you've given us subjective conplaints
23 |currently have? 23|of pain in your |low back, your ankles. | believe you
24 A My conplaints is ny body hurts, you know, ny 24 |said both ankles or just the left ankle?
25|l ower body. M back hurts. Like when | sit down for a 25 A It's ny both, but ny left one is the nost. Al
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1|while, | get up and it like took me a while to go 1|ny left side.
2 |straight back. M ankles hurt. M left knee, ny left 2 Q Okay. Your |eft knee, but then you did also say
3|ankle. M veins pop up. And ny wist. Like nmostly it's 3[that both knees pop?
4|y left. 4 A Yes. M left one is nore ny ankle -- ny left
5 But if | lay down on ny left side, | cannot 5|ankle. Mstly it's ny left side.
6|sleep on the left because ny hip hurts a lot. And when | 6 Q Okay. And then you said you al so have pain in
7 |went to the massage and to the doctor, they couldn't even 7 |your left hip?
8|pressure so nuch because ny left hipis hurt a lot. 8 A Yes.
9 Q Si nce you have not been working since January, 9 Q Do you have pains, orthopedic, or any other
10 |have sonme of these pains seened to resolve or are they 10 |physical pain other than those body parts?
11|the same as they -- 11 A No.
12 A You know, | went to the nmassages. |It's getting 12 Q And then non-physical body parts |ike enptional,
13|better like day or two and then they go back to normal. 13|do you have any current enotional conplaints?
14|1t's like not normal, like regular pain. 14 A Yeah. | have headaches, which is -- they don't
15 O course I'mnot on ny feet as nmuch as | used 15|go away. The headaches, anxiety. | have these rashes on
16|to be. | try to elevate ny legs up and stuff, but | 16 |ny face from-- | guess it's fromstress. | don't know.
17|still have the pain. 17|1'mnot a doctor. So -- and that's it. Sleeping.
18 MS. RODERICK: Al right. Thank you, Counsel, for 18 Q When did the rashes first appear?
19|emailing to me Dr. Daldalyan's report. 19 A It's fromwhen | stressed out, next norning --
20 Q BY M5. RODERICK: It |ooks |ike, based on this 20|like if | have a stressful day, something happened, | get
21|report, that your first visit with Dr. Dal dal yan was 21 |stressed out, next day right away under ny eyes | have
22 [March 21st. 22 |pat ches.
23 A Yes. 23 Q When did you first notice those rashes?
24 Q Before that, you had seen Dr. -- 24 A I cannot tell you exactly the date because |
25 A Kravchenko. 25|don't remenber.
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1 Q Woul d you say -- you had said that the stress 1|conpl ai ning about this. Plus, when you nove the rail,
2|(fromthe thefts had started approxi mately in July of 2|the rail going back. So you have to hold it. Sonet i me
3/2022. So that would -- 3|me and ny coworkers, she will hold and | will do the

4 A Probably April, May | would say it start 4 |stock. But it's very heavy.

5 [happeni ng. 5 Q And did you tell --

6 Q O 20227 6 A It's on the third -- third floor stockroom

7 A Unh- huh. Because | renenber it start before 7 Q Did you tell your primary care doctor about the
8|surmmer -- sunmer heat -- like lots of heat. And | 8|pains you had in your left wist as well?

9 |al ready have them before. 9 A Yes. And | even was wearing sonething -- when |
10 Because | have to cover nmy face. And they get 10 |come home, | will have something on ny hand to cover.
11|like -- | get stressed out, they come up and | have to 11|She give nme sonething for the hand.

12 |cover sonething when | go outside. 12 Q So, again, | just want to neke sure that we have
13 Q Did you go to your primary care physician for 13|a conplete list. | think you corrected ne with adding on
14 |the rashes? 14 |the third -- the left wist.
15 A Yes. | went for everything. 15 So let's just neke sure we have everything,
16 Q What did your primary care doctor tell you what 16 |which is | ow back, ankles, both knees, left hip, left
17 |was the cause of the rashes? 17 |wist, headaches, anxiety, rashes on face.
18 A She told ne stress. She asked nme if | itch when 18 A Yes.
19 |sonet hi ng happened, which is a rash. She is just like, 19 Q Can you think of any other current subjective
20|"Try not to stress a lot. You know, drink the tea. Take 20 |conpl aints that you have that you believe is caused from
21|a day. Relax. Don't stress." 21 |your work at Bl oom ngdal es?
22 Q Al right. So for the -- just to make sure | 22 A Yeah, ny veins come out. M veins on the |eft
23|have a full list for our physical conplaints, | have your 23|-- on the legs, they cone out. So when | cone home after
24 |1 ow back, ankles, both knees, but primarily left side, 24|long shifts, | have like bad cranps and | have to take
25|l eft knee, left hip, left ankle, headaches, anxiety, 25|sonme -- also vitam ns for that.
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1|rashes -- 1 Q You nean |ike varicose veins?

2 A And ny left wist. | don't think we put the 2 A Yes.
3|l eft one. 3 Q When did you first experience those?

4 (Reporter clarification.) 4 A Those cone out when ny bad, bad cranps with ny

5 MS. RODERI CK: -- rashes on face. 5[l egs happen. And it's -- | would say June.

6 Qur reporter has to wite down everything we 6 Q O 20227

7|say. So it's hard for her to m ss something. 7 A Yes. Like |l will have -- | couldn't sleep at
8 Q BY M5. RCDERICK: Ckay. When did you first 8[nighttine.

9|notice pains in your left wist? 9 Q Did you go to your primary care doctor for that
10 A August, | would say. August of 2022. | had it 10|as wel | ?
11|slightly before, but this is when | will conme hone and 11 A I went for everything altogether. 1 didn't go
12 |just put start -- doing icing and stuff. 12 |specific for one and then another one. Wien | went to
13 Q I know you're not a doctor, but do you have an 13 |the checkup, | was telling her about that.

14 |opinion as to what caused your |left wist pains? 14 And they told me it's because | been on ny feet

15 A Wth the lifting. I'mright -- I'musually 15|for the longest. And it's part of the body. You know,

16 |ri ght-handed, but when | do sonething, | usually push and 16 |you stay for long, that's what happened. You have to

17 |do stuff with my left. 17 |el evate your feet.

18 And on the third floor, what happened is it's a 18 Q Okay. So adding on to the list, the varicose

19 |heavy -- it's a stockroomon the three levels. On the -- 19 |veins and | eg cranps.

20|it's shelving unit on the rail. 20 Wien you say leg cranps, is it both right and

21 So to put your stuff, you have to nove shel ving 21|l eft leg?

22|unit. So will nmove with ny left than with ny right 22 A Mostly left, but both of them

23 |because ny left is stronger. 23 Q And do you currently still have those problens,

24 So this is -- I"'mnot a doctor, but those are 24 |even after not being on your feet?

25|heavy. And |'ve been telling the security and |I've been 25 A You know, not -- not as much. Sonetimes | wll
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1|have, but nost of the time it's when | was working -- all 1 Q Gt her than your primary care doctor, that you've
2 |day wal ki ng and stayi ng, yeah. 2(told us you'll get the name of and the clinic address for
3 Q Al right. Do we now have a conplete list or 3|us, have you seen any actual psychol ogists or

4 |can you think of other subjective conplaints that you 4 |psychiatrists at any tine in your |ife?

5|have? 5 A No.

6 A No. 6 Q Do you have siblings?

7 Q | asked you at the beginning of our deposition 7 A Yes.

8|if you were ever hospitalized and you said, "No." So 8 Q How many brothers do you have?

9|this is probably going to sound like a silly question, 9 A I don't have any brothers. | have one sister

10 |but just to make sure that |I'm conplete, have you ever 10 Q First I will go with brothers first

11|had any surgeries? 11 You have one sister?

12 A No. 12 A Yeah

13 Q Have you ever sustained any injuries in any 13 Q Does she live here in the States or Russia?

14 |types of accidents? And by that |'mbeing really broad 14 A In Russia

15|on purpose. It could nean a car accident, which 15 Q How often do you see your sister?

16 |everybody -- 16 A Last tine | saw her five years ago

17 A No. 17 Q You said that you never go back to Russia. Wy
18 Q But also -- 18|is that?

19 A No. 19 A My parents cone. M sister conme visit. M Kkids
20 Q Ckay. No car accidents. But how about have 20|-- with four kids, it's hard to go all together. You
21|you had an injury in a sports-related accident, a 21 |know, too expensive. Never go on ny own
22 |trip-and-fall -- anything like that? 22 MS. RODERICK:  COkay. Al right. | think | ampretty
23 A No. 23 |much done
24 Q Have you ever broken any bones? 24 Counsel, is there anything that you need to put
25 A No. 25|on the record?
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1 Q Since 2019, have you had anything happen in your 1 MS. FOLEY: Maybe | have just a couple questions

2 |personal life that you would consider to be a personal 2 MS. RODERI CK:  Maybe what we can do then is I'Il just
3|stress factor like -- 3|kind of transfer the questioning to you and I'll try to
4 A No. 4(listen and at the sane time | ook through ny notes

5 Q -- anything -- have you suffered the | oss of 5 MS. FOLEY: Sure. Sure

6 |anyone? 6 So | can ask?

7 A No. Thanks CGod, no. 7 MS. RODERI CK: Pl ease

8 Q Are your parents both still alive? 8 -000-

9 A Yes. 9 EXAM NATI ON

10 Q And do they live in Russia or here in the 10 |BY Ms. FOLEY

11|States? 11 Q Okay. Alena, to your know edge, did you have
12 A I'n Russia. 12 |any other Russian --

13 Do you get to see them frequently? 13 (Reporter clarification.)

14 A Yeah, they cone visit. 14 Q To your know edge, did you have any ot her

15 Q Do you ever go back to Russia? 15 |Russi an workers at Bl ooni ngdal es?

16 A No. 16 A Yes. Russian speaking a |ot

17 Q How of ten woul d you say they cone to visit? 17 Q Wul d you say their treatnment was the same

18 A They conme every year. 18 |before the Ukrainian war and after the Ukrainian war or
19 Q Do your parents have any heal th concerns, to 19 |different?
20 |your know edge? 20 A No difference. Some of themget fired
21 A No, they don't have any. They good. 21 (Reporter clarification.)
22 Q And you've already told ne that your husband has 22 A No difference fromne. | don't know how they
23|no disability. 23 |been treated, but a lot of themgot fired
24 Does he have any health issues? 24 Q So does it mean that you relate your term nation
25 A No. 25(to you being Russian?
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1 A I don't know. | cannot answer that. 1|different area. | know who he is. Ivan.
2 MS. FOLEY: Ckay. | have no further questions. 2 Q To your know edge, was he term nated?
3 -000- 3 A I know sonet hi ng happened, but | don't know
4 EXAM NATI ON 4 not hi ng about him
5(BY MS. RODERI CK: 5 Q What do you nean, you know sonet hi ng happened?
6 Q Wio are the other coworkers that are Russian 6 A I heard of something happened once to him but |
7 |[that were term nated? 7 |don't know anything. | wasn't at work at this time. |
8 A It was Russian speaking. It was Sona Atoian. 8|was off.
9 (Reporter clarification.) 9 Q Have you had any conversations with hin?
10 Q Can you spell Sona's |ast name for us? 10 A No. W are not friends. | don't talk to him
11 A I would say A-t-o-i-a-n. 11 MS. RODERI CK: COkay. Counsel, do you have anything
12 (Reporter clarification.) 12 |further?
13 A S-o0-n-a. 13 MS. FOLEY: No.
14 I know sone ot her people, but | wasn't close 14 MS. RODERICK: Al right. If we could just take like
15|with them on the second floor. They were all Russian 15|two minutes -- a real quick break and I will just go
16 |speaking. But | don't know nothing about them 16 |[through ny records and naeke sure there isn't sone glaring
17 Q You cannot recall their nanes? 17|issue that | totally missed and then we shoul d be done.
18 A No. 18 M. FOLEY: Ckay.
19 Q When did Sona get terninated? 19 (Of the record.)
20 A | believe maybe Cctober. 20 MS. RODERI CK: Back on the record.
21 Q Wi ch departnent did Sona work in? 21 I just have one.
22 A Fragrance departnent. 22 Q BY M5. RODERICK: | just wanted to confirm
23 Q So your department? 23 |Ms. Khameni a, that | have all the doctors that you have
24 A Yeah. 24 |seen.
25 Q And | know you said that -- well, let nme strike 25 Can you just go through for us -- or | can relay
Page 69 Page 71
1|that and ask you -- 1|them back to you -- the ones we have already tal ked
2 Do you know the reason she was given for her 2 |about, whichever is easiest. O can you just give us a
3|term nation? 3|list of doctors that you have seen?
4 A I don't know. 4 A Dr. Dal dal yan and Mayya Kravchenko.
5 Q Do you still talk to Sona? 5 (Reporter clarification.)
6 A No. 6 Q And ot her than those two doctors, those are the
7 Q Did you talk to Sona at the tinme of her 7|only two you have seen in reference to your worker's
8|term nation? 8|conpensation injuries --
9 A The day she left. 9 A Yes.
10 Q I'msorry? 10 Q -- other than your prinmary care physician --
11 A The day when she left she said, "I got fired." 11 A Yes.
12 Q Did she tell you why? 12 Q -- whose information you're going to provide to
13 A I don't ask. 13|us?
14 Q Are you aware of an enployee by the name of Al an 14 A Yeah.
15| Gami no? 15 MS. RODERI CK:  Ckay.
16 A No. 16 Then with that, | propose the follow ng
17 Q Are aware of an enployee by the name of Ivan 17 |stipulation; that we relieve our court reporter of her
18 |Andr osov? 18 |custodial duties for maintaining the transcript. And
19 A Ivan? Oh, | think -- | think it's the -- he 19 |instead the transcript will be maintained by counsel for
20 |works in the beauty. | think | heard of his nane, yes. 20 |the applicant.
21 Q You' ve heard of him but you do not know hin® 21 The defendant will be noticed of any changes
22 A No. No. | know who he is, but | don't know him 22 |made and the information that has been requested. O
23 |personal | y. 23 |sinply that there are no changes, but with the
24 Q Have you ever spoken to him to your know edge? 24 |information that has been requested within 45 days after
25 A No. He works in the Bl ooningdal es, but 25|receipt of the original transcript in counsel's office.
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1 If the defendant is not noticed of the signing 1 |STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
2|of the transcript, a certified copy may be used with the 2 [COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) 5
3|same force and effect at any trial or for a medical |egal 3
4 |eval uation. 4 I, , a
5 MS. FOLEY: So stipul ated. 5|person who speaks the | anguage of the witness, nanely
6 (Time noted 12: 06 p.m) 6 , and whose current address is
7 *oEox 7 '
8 8|do hereby certify that on the day of
9 9 , 2023, | did translate the within
10 10 |deposition fromthe English | anguage into the
11 11 | anguage, reading the sane to the
12 12 |witness in her native tongue, to the best of ny ability;
13 13 That all corrections and changes requested by the
14 14 |wi tness were made and initialed by the witness;
15 15 That upon conpl etion of said reading, the witness did
16 16 |confirmto ne that she had understood the reading.
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
READER/ | NTERPRETER
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
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1 | declare under penalty of perjury that the 1 |STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
2|foregoing is true and correct. 2 [COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) 5
3 Executed this __ day of , 2023, 3
4 |at , California, 4 I, Karyn Rexhepi, a certified shorthand reporter in
5 5|and for the state of California, do hereby certify:
6 6
7 7 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before me
8 8|remptely via Zoom Vi deoconference at the tine and pl ace
9 9(therein set forth, at which tine the w tness was put
10 10|under oath by rme;
ALENA KHAMENI A

11 11

That the deposition was recorded stenographically by
12 12 nme and was thereafter transcribed into typewiting under
13 13 ny direction and supervision and contains a true and
14 1 correct transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.
15 15
16 16

| further certify that | amnot related to any party
17 17 to said action, nor in any way interested in the outcone
18 18

t her eof .
19 19
20 20 I'N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed ny
21 21|name this 18th day of April, 2023.
22 22
23 23
24 24 KARYN REXHEPI, CSR NO. 10173
25 25
Page 74 Page 76
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